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Regional Hamfests and Other Events 


July 4 Harrisburg RAC - Bressler, PA 

July 7 Murgas Amateur Radio Club, Dallas, PA 

July 13 Columbia Area ARC - Lancaster, PA 

July 14 Mid-Atlantic Amateur Radio Club, Kimberton, PA 
July 14 North Hills ARC - Pittsburgh, PA 

July 20 Jonestown Mtn Repeater Assn 

July 20 Utica ARC - Frankfort, NY 

July 21 Indiana County Amateur Radio Club, Indiana, PA 
July 27 Columbia Montour Amateur Radio Club, Eerwick, PA 
July 28 BRATS - Timonium, MD 

July 28 Genesee RA - Batavia, NY 

August 4 Delaware-Lehigh ARC - Easton, PA 

August 4 ~ Winchester Hamfest, Berryville, VA 

August 12 Tompkins Co. ARC - Dryden, NY 

August 15/18 International EME Convention - Bowie, MD 

August 18 Sussex ARA/Delmarva - Georgetown, DE 

August 25 ie ‘Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn., Brunswick, MD 
September 7 Radio Assn of Erie - Erie, PA 

September 8 Foundation for Amateur Radio FAR Fest 

September 15 Wheeling Hamfest & Computer Show, Wheeling, WV 
Septermber 21 Buffalo Hamfest - Hamburg, NY 

September 21 Western NY Section Convention - Hamburg, NY 
September 22 South Jersey Radio Assn - Mt. Holly, NJ 

September 28 ARA of the Southern Tier - Horseheads, NY 

October 13 Columbia Amateur Radio Assn. Hamfest, West Friendship, MD 
October 20 RF Hill ARC - Sellersville, PA 

October 27 Penn Wireless Assn - Newtown, PA 


October 27 Mason-Dixon - Westminster, MD 


-On The Cover 


Pictured on the cover of this months' Auto Call is Ralph 
Stoffel, N3KZS. Ralph, who is a member of the Hanover 


Area Hamming Association, is shown here converting a 
commercial GE Master Exec II VHF receiver and UHF 
transmitter into the Hanover club's remote-receive site at 
Gettysburg. 
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By John Queen 
KA@SEY 


When I was growing up, collecting baseball 
cards was the "in" thing to do. As an adult, 
collecting QSL cards is the ham thing to do. Even 
though they don't go up in value, QSL cards are a 
permanent reflection of an amateur radio operator's 
contacts, fond memories, and accomplishments. 


After hamming for over a decade (yeah, I know 
that’s nothing to you ol’ timers), I’ve grown quite 
a QSL card farm. I’ve collected hundreds, maybe 
_ thousands, maybe hundreds of thousands of QSL 
cards. Okay, so maybe I’ ve collected 234. 


Recently, I was going through my QSL card 
collection. You know, for old time sakes. After 
taking inventory, I realized that one state and one 
state only separated me from that coveted, raised 
lettering, gold trimmed, suitable for framing 
certificate affectionately known by hams all over 
the country as the Worked All States award. 


Now you’d think that I’ve had plenty of time 
to earn my Worked All States during these last ten 
years or so. But the fact of the matter is that I 
really haven’t tried very hard. I don’t consider 
myself an awards chaser. That’s pretty evident by 
the obvious lack of paper on my wall (except for 
the wallpaper which doesn’t count). 


So where is that ever elusive state? No, it's not 
Hawaii or Alaska, or even North Dakota. It's 
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IDAHO! Yes, the land of spuds and chips 
(computer chips that is). My 1995 edition of the 
Amateur Radio Almanac tells me that there are 
3,256 ham radio operators in the state of Idaho. 
You'd think that one of them would be looking for 
a Maryland contact. But nooooo! 


Now, I don’t know what they are doing up there 
besides selling lots of french fries and making 
computers, but they certainly haven’t been pointing 
their beam antenna in my direction! Why is it that 
the last state you need for your Worked All States 
award can never be found on the airwaves no matter 
how hard you try? 


It’s kind of ironic. I have a brother who lives 
in Idaho. (Having a brother is not the ironic part). 
Even more ironically, I recently convinced him of 
getting a ham radio license. He holds a Technician 
class license, but has not yet expanded beyond two 
meters. So here I have a ham relative in Idaho and 
I can’t even contact him to get that last state. What 
a bummer! 


So alas, I'll bide my time until that day when I 
go to my mailbox and find 4 x 6 inches of postal 
bliss with an Idaho return address. In the mean time, 
perhaps I'll go back to baseball cards. Now where 
did I put that Cal Ripkin card? 


73's, de KA@SEY, John 
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MEMBERCLUBS 


Adams County Amateur Radio Society 
Alexandria Radio Club 

Amateur Radio Research and Develop. Corp. 
AMSAT - Radio Amateur Satellite Corporation 
Anne Arundel Radio Club 

Antietam Radio Association, Inc. 

ARINC Amateur Radio Club 

Arlington Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Amateur Radio Club 

Baltimore Radio Amateur Television Society 
Capital City Amateur Radio Society 

Capital Hill Amateur Radio Society 

Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 

Central Maryland Amateur Radio Club 
Chaverim of the Greater Washington Area 
Columbia Amateur Radio Association 

* Culpeper Amateur Radio Association 
D-MARC - Digital Mid-Atlantic Radio Council 
Department of State Amateur Radio Club 
Explorer Post #80 - Amateur Radio 

Fauquier Amateur Radio Association 
Frederick Amateur Radio Club 

Frederick Amateur Repeater Group 

Goddard Amateur Radio Club 

Green Mountain Repeater Association 
Hanover Area Hamming Association 
Herndon Repeater Group 

Historical Electronics Museum Amateur Radio Club 
IBM Amateur Radio Club 

Johns Hopkins University APL ARC 

Kent Island Amateur Radio Club 

Laurel Amateur Radio Club 

Leisure World Amateur Radio Club 
Loudoun Amateur Radio Group 

MD/DC MARS (Navy Marine) Association 
MADRAS 

Maryland Emergency Phone Net 

Maryland FM Association 

Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club 
Mercury Amateur Radio Assn., NE Area 
Metropolitan Communications Network 
Metrovision Amateur TV Club 
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Mid-Atlantic DX & Repeater Assn. 
Montgomery Amateur Radio Club 


Montgomery Auxiliary Communications Service 


Moose Amateur Radio Club 
Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club 
National Capitol ARES Council 
National Capitol DX Association 
Naval Research Laboratory Radio Club 
NOAA Amateur Radio Club 
North Point FM Association 
Northern Virginia FM Association 
Northern Virginia Radio Club 
Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club 
Opequon Radio Society 
Pentagon Amateur Radio Club 
Potomac Area VHF Society. 
Potomac Valley Radio Club 
Prince George’s Wireless Association, Inc. 
Prince George’s County ARES/RACES 
Quarter Century Wireless Association, Inc. 
Baltimore Chapter #20 
Del-Mar-VA Chapter #150 
Shenandoah Valley Chapter #137 
Vic Clark Chapter #91 
Washington Chapter #23 
Rock Creek Amateur Radio Association 
St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Association 
Shenandoah Valley Amateur Radio Club 
Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club « 
Southern Patuxent Amateur Radio Club 
Stafford Amateur Radio Assn. 
Sterling Park Amateur Radio Club 
Summit Amateur Radio Association 
Tri-County Amateur Radio Club 
T-MARC, Middle Atlantic Repeater Council 
Vienna Wireless Society 
Voice of America Amateur Radio Club 
Waldorf Repeater Support Group 
Washington Adventist Amateur Radio Assn. 
Washington Area Young Ladies ARC 
Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. 


Talk-inon 


146.55 


August 1996 


7EUR Be Washington, DE 


FCC 
Highlights 


By Jack Kelleher. 
W4ZC. 


What are “little LEOs?” 


In mid-May the U.S. Amateur Radio 
community was startled by the news that the 2 
meter and 70 centimeter amateur bands were on a 
candidate list of possible additional allocations for 
the mobile-satellite service; specifically for “little 
LEOs”’. This news has already generated reams of 
publicity, some of which is counterproductive, at 
least at this point in time. The little LEO story, 
which has been developing for the past five or six 
years, is as follows. } 


U.S. proposals for the 1992 ITU World 
Administrative Radio Conference (WARC-92) 
circa July 1991, included the following: Low Earth 
Orbiting Satellites Below 1 GHz. | 


Recent research and operational testing 


indicates that low earth orbit satellite systems can - 


offer a number of radio services which can 
complement those provided by geostationary 
satellite operations. These newer technologies 
offer the potential to meet demands for data 
communication services using lightweight pocket- 
sized terminals. 


Low earth orbit systems offer the possibility 
of providing low-cost two-way data 
communications. A wide range of applications can 
be implemented to support economic development 
_ worldwide. To obtain efficiencies in the satellite 

and earth terminals, VHF bands are preferred. As 
these bands are used extensively, techniques have 
been developed to facilitate sharing with existing 
services. 
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“The United States proposes allocations for the 
mobile-satellite service to be added to three bands 
for use by low earth orbit systems. The bands 
proposed are 137-138 MHz (downlink), 148-149.9 
MHz (uplink), and 400.15-401 MHz (downlink). 
In the 137-138 MHz band we propose an additional 
provision to protect the meteorological service”. 


Actions at the Conference relating to these 
proposals are summarized in the U.S. Delegation’s 
Report on WARC-92, viz: Executive Summary 


Mobile Satellite Services: Frequencies were 
allotted in response to a number of U.S. proposals 
to provide advanced mobile radio services using 
satellites. These include low earth orbit satellite 
(LEO) systems for data services using frequencies 
below 1 GHz and LEO systems operating above 1 
GHz to support a full range of telecommunication 
services, including voice and data services. 
Allocations for the LEOs were considered by U.S. 
industry to be of vital importance at WARC-92. 


“Little LEOs are non-voice, data-only, store- 
and-forward mobile satellite services. Data-only 
systems require little spectrum space and operate 
with very inexpensive mobile units. They are ideal 
systems where users are too few and far between 
to justify wire or fiber installation. 


“This is especially attractive in remote areas 
or in developing countries which do not have 
resources for immediate comprehensive 
telecommunications infrastructure development. 
Estimates of the market potential for little LEO 
services are in the range of $1-2 billion per year, 
approximately one-half for domestic and one-half 
for international services. 


“Big LEO systems will offer real time 
communications between any two points anywhere 
in the world, essentially creating the equivalent of 
a worldwide cellular communications capability. 
They will connect with the wireline system where 
feasible or directly from mobile terminal to satellite 


Continued next page 
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to mobile terminal where necessary. A number of 
U.S. companies are competing for use of these 
allocations which were a prerequisite for 
investment in further development and 
implementation of the technology. One estimate 
is for nearly 2 million big LEO system subscribers 
by the year 2001.” 


Later in the Report, details given concerning 
“little LEO” proceedings in the Allocations 
Committee indicate that primary allocations to the 
little LEO service were not adequate, and that 
future action would be necessary. 


Apparently further consideration of this matter 
will take place at WRC-97, and U.S. commercial 
interests are looking at ALL frequencies below 1 
GHz as potential targets for fully meeting the 
requirement. At some point in these proceedings 
a list of “druthers” was produced which included 
144-148 MHz, and 420-450 MHz; which resulted 
in an unprecedented reaction in the amateur 
community- see, for example, Dave Sumner’s 
Editorial (“Write Now!”) in the July issue of QST. 


The U.S. Radio Amateur community is rightly 
concerned over possible loss of all or part of these 
bands; or some other arrangement whereby either 
or both bands become shared with the mobile 
satellite service However, comments to that effect 
should be reasoned, polite, and logical. 


As Dave Sumner says in his editorial, “Do 
comment. But be civil. Don’t abuse people who 
are simply doing their jobs. We have to get across 
the point that casting covetous eyes on amateur 
bands is counterproductive, and contrary to the 
public interest. To accomplish this we need a lot 
of comments, including yours. Remember that the 
objective is to educate and persuade, not to 
intimidate.” 


If you do comment, please comply with the 
instructions in an FCC Public Notice: dated June 
6, 1996, entitled “Procedures for Submitting 
Comments to the WRC-97 Advisory Committee”, 
which reads as follows: 
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“On March 14, 1996, the Commission released 
Public Notice (No. 61997) (Streamlining Notice), 
that announced its new streamlined World 
Radiocommunication Conference (WRC) 
preparatory process. ; 


“Under this new process, formal Notice of 
Inquiry (NOI) proceedings are eliminated in favor 
of developing WRC proposals in the Commission’s 
WRC-97 Advisory Committee. This removes the 
redundancy that was inherent in our previous 
“NOI-WRC Advisory Committee” process and 
enables the United States to respond more 
effectively to the rapidly evolving international 
environment and to the ITU’s new two-year WRC 
schedule. 


“The Streamlining Notice included general 
guidelines for submission of public comments to 
the Advisory Committee. The Notice stated that 
procedures would be developed to ensure that 
members of the public continue to have full 
opportunity to participate in the development of 
WRC proposals under the new streamlined process, 
including those parties who do not attend meetings 
of the Advisory Committee and [WGs. » 


“Since the release of the Streamlining Notice, 
we have gained experience with our new process. 
We now provide these procedures for submitting 
comments to the Advisory Committee. 


“Comments on Ongoing Advisory Committee 
Matters: Parties that wish to comment on the 
ongoing deliberations of the Advisory Committee 
and its IWGs may do so at any time. 


“Comments on Preliminary Proposals: As 
announced in the Streamlining Notice, preliminary 
WRC proposals developed by the Advisory 
Committee will be released by the Commission in 
periodic Public Notices. These Public Notices will 
allow an opportunity for public comment and will 
provide the appropriate procedures, such as filing 
deadlines, to be followed. , 
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_ “In either case, parties wishing their comments 
to be considered directly by the appropriate 
Advisory Committee group and to become part of 
the Advisory Committee’s public record should 
submit their comments in writing to Office of the 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, 
Washington, D.C. 20554, or by e-mail at 
“wrc97 @fcc.gov.” Commenters are requested to 
file an original plus one copy. | 


“The comment should reference the Advisory 
Committee public record file number, “Reference 
No. ISP-96-005” and the appropriate Advisory 
Committee Informal Working Group, if known, in 
which their submission should be considered. The 
FCC staff will ensure that comments filed are 
considered in the appropriate groups. 


“For the most expeditious and efficient 
consideration of their comments, parties should 
refrain from filing comments directly with the 
Chair of the WRC-97 Advisory Committee, with 
the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Informal Working 
Groups, with individual FCC staff members or 
private sector participants in the Advisory 
Committee process. 


“For additional information, contact Cecily C. 
Holiday, Federal Officer of the WRC-97 Advisory 
Committee, or Damon C. Ladson, Alternate 
Federal Officer at (202) 418-0749, or consult the 
WRC-97 Homepage on the Internet (http:// 
www.fcc.gov/ib/wrc97/).” 


Editors notes: The listing of these amateur 


bands on a commercial “druthers” list does not: 


necessarily mean that they are immediately in 
jeopardy. But they could remain on such a list, 
and eventually be considered either for reallocation 
for exclusive use by another service, or for sharing 
with another service. 


We are not aware of any studies have been 
conducted concerning sharing between the amateur 
service and the mobile satellite service. If such 
studies exist, what criteria were used, for each 
service, to determine that sharing might be 
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feasible. 


If coequal sharing is contemplated, it would 
seem that the amateur community needs much 
more information on the technical characteristics 
of the systems, and their proposed deployment, 
before acceding to any sharing proposal. (I spent 
many years in the Radio Consultative Committees 
of ITU, and saw sharing situations evolve which 
at first seemed insoluble; based on quantitative 
sharing criteria acceptable to both services.) 


FCC opens vanity call sign Gate 1A 


A recent ARRL Bulletin says that FCC has 
announced it will open vanity call sign program 
Gate 1A on July 22, 1996. Under this gate, 
applicants may request for a club station a call sign 
once held by a deceased former member. You may 
request the call sign even though it has been less 
than two years following death of the club member. 
Upon the death of the holder, the call sign is 
assignable immediately to an otherwise eligible 
club station. (However, the license grant first must 
be deleted from the FCC database; see below.) 


If you are the license trustee for your club 
station, you may request in memoriam for your 
club station the call sign previously shown on the 
primary, secondary, repeater, auxiliary link, control, 
or space station license of a deceased person who 
was a member of the club. Here are the specific 
guidelines to request a call sign in memoriam for 


_ your club station under Gate 1A: 


1. The club must have held a club station license 
grant on March 25, 1995. 


2. You must have in your station records a 
written statement (do not send to FCC unless 
requested) from a spouse, child, grandchild, 
stepchild, parent, grandparent, stepparent, brother, 
sister, stepbrother, stepsister, aunt, uncle, niece, 
nephew, or in-law of the deceased confirming the 
deceased person’s association with the club and 
showing consent of the relative to your request. 


Continued next page 
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FCC HIGHLIGHTS, from page 11 


3. You must be an Amateur Extra Class operator 
to request a Group A call sign, at least an Advanced 
Class operator to request a Group B call sign and 
at least a Technician Class operator to request a 
Group C or D call sign. 


4. Your mailing address does not have to be in 
the region designated in the sequential system for 
the call sign requested. A call sign requested in 
memoriam may be in any region. 


5. You must enter the relationship to the 
deceased of the person giving consent exactly as 
listed in the instructions, i.e., child, niece or in- 
law. 


6. The license grant of the former holder now 
deceased must have been deleted from the licensee 
database. To do this, a relative of the deceased 
should submit a signed request to have the license 
grant canceled. This request should include copy 
of an obituary or the death certificate. Submit 
requests for cancellation to the FCC, 1270 Fairfield 
Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245 prior to filing 
the application for a vanity call sign. 


A $30 fee is required with your FCC Form 610- 
V application. Payment of fees may be made by 
check (payable to “FCC’”’), bank draft, money order 
or credit card. Do not send cash. If paying by 
credit card, also complete and submit FCC Form 


159 with your FCC Form 610-V. Send your 
application package to: Federal Communications 
Commission, Amateur Vanity Call Sign Request, 
PO Box 358924, Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5924. 


The FCC has not announced when it plans to 
open the additional vanity call sign gates. Gate 1 
opened May 31 for applicants seeking former 
personal or club station call signs and call signs 
once held by deceased close relatives. Gate 1 will 
remain open indefinitely. A reminder: The FCC 
will return any Gate 1A applications it receives 
before July 22, 1996 for timely resubmittal. 


Applications that do not qualify under Gate 1 
or Gate 1A eligibility standards, will be dismissed. 
A future public notice will announce Gate 2, which 
will have expanded eligibility standards affecting 
Amateur Extra class licensees. 


Meanwhile, the flurry of vanity call sign 
application activity under Gate 1 seems to be 
tapering off. The FCC reports 269 applications 
for the period of June 11-17, 1996. Between May 
31 and June 10, the Commission got nearly 1700 
applications. 


For more information, call the FCC’s 
Consumer Assistance Branch at 800-322-1117. 


John J.(Jack) Kelleher 
Telecom Consultant (retired) 
(301) 924-1605 :. 


By Rich Regent, K9GDF 


Wy Den'T YOULSE| TZ “ 
A DUMMY LOAD? | YOURE I(T? 
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American 
Radio 
Relay 
League 
Report 


By John Swafford, 
W4HU 


The ARRL Report provides a brief summary of 
information published in the ARRL LETTER and 
other reports. The LETTER provides timely news 
of interest to active Radio Amateurs. Any League 
member may subscribe to the ARRL LETTER. 


2-Meter/70-CM Band Threat Comment 
Flood Continues 


Hams continue to respond in force to defend 
the 2—meter and 70—-cm bands against a threat from 
the Mobile Satellite Service (MSS). Since the issue 
surfaced in May, hams and others have directed 
thousands of letters, e-mail messages, and faxes 
to representatives on Informal Working Group 2A 
(IWG-2A), which is preparing draft US proposals 
for the 1997 World Radiocommunication 
Conference. 


The IWG-2A’s list of “candidate bands” for 
low-earth—orbit mobile satellites (“little LEOs’’) 
includes the 144 and 420-MHz bands, among 
others suggested for consideration. Little LEOs 
are intended mainly to offer commercial paging 
and other low—data-rate messaging services. 


The list of candidate bands was submitted by 
little LEO industry representatives at a May 7 
IWG-2A meeting. ARRL Technical Relations 
Manager Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, was present and 
objected strongly to the inclusion of these two 
bands. As directed, the ARRL subsequently put 
its objections in writing. Despite the objections, 
the two ham bands remained on the table, 
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prompting ARRL Executive Vice President David 
Sumner, K1ZZ, to issue a call to action in his July 
1996 QST editorial. A pre— press version of the 
editorial—circulated far and wide by e—mail and 
packet radio—generated so many responses that 
the FCC had to modify its procedures to cope with 
the deluge! 


Instead of directing comments to the 
individuals listed in the pre-press version of 
Sumner’s editorial, the Commission’s new 
procedures ask that comments by e—mail be sent 
to wrc97 @fcc.gov. 


Written comments, with an original plus one 
copy, should be sent to: Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission, 
Washington, DC 20554. Each comments should 
include at the top, “Reference No. ISP-96—005” 
and “Advisory Committee Informal Working 
Group 2A.” The FCC staff assures that all 
comments will be given prompt consideration. 
Spread the work about this new commenting 
procedure. But remember—as Sumner’s July QST 
editorial advises- -Do comments. But be civil. 
Don’t abuse people who are simply doing their 
jobs. 


The initial outpouring of comments directed 
to individuals prompted the Chairman of the 
Industry Advisory Committee Scott B. Harris to 
ask the League to call off the campaign. In a June 
5 fax, Harris accused the League of unfairly 
targeting private— industry representatives on the 
committee. “The tactic ARRL has chosen to use 
in this process is neither necessary nor 
appropriate,” Harris wrote. 


Sumner responded that Harris was 
misinformed about the ARRL’s intentions. “The 
League has participated actively in the IAC, IWG-— 
2A, and other IWGs as appropriate, and will 
continue to do so,” he replied. “our ‘campaign’ is 
not to ‘protest’ the work being conducted in IWG-— 
2A. Rather, it is an educational campaign.” 
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Meanwhile, the FCC’s Cecily:C. Holiday— 
who’s director of the WRC-97 Preparatory Team— 
_-expressed assurances to the Amateur Radio 
community that “no amateur bands have been 
selected for reallocation.” 


In a June 5 letter to Sumner, she said the list of 
bands generated at the [WG-2A’s May 7 meeting 
“represent only the [WG-2A’s initial efforts to 
study spectrum use below 1 GHz in order to assess 
the feasibility of proposing world-wide MSS 
allocations in that range.” She called the proposals 
“only the initial component of a long-term effort 
to conduct sharing studies before submitting the 
committee’s proposals to the Commission for 
review.” % 

Holiday said that, before recommending 
preliminary proposals for consideration by the 
Commission, IWG-2A participants “must first 
conduct sharing studies among a range of services 
using frequencies below 1 GHz” to find out if it’s 
feasible to share among services and to recommend 
specific frequency bands. Holiday said that all 
written and electronic comments from Amateur 
Radio operators received at the Commission have 
been included as part of the public record on WRC-— 
97. 


The complete text of this correspondence is 
available on the ARRL Web Page http:// 
www.arrl.org. Click on “Band Threat News” for 
the latest word. 


Shuttle Mission STS-78 Carries SAREX 


Space shuttle mission STS—78, launched June 
20, is carrying a SAREX payload aboard the 
Columbia. Three amateurs are among the crew of 
seven—two Americans and one Canadian: Astronaut 
Susan T. Helms, KC7NHZ, will serve as the 
payload commander. She was a crew member 
aboard the shuttle Endeavour during STS—54 in 
January 1993 and operated SAREX from aboard 
Discovery during STS—64 in September 1994; 
Charles E. Brady Jr. N4BQW, is a mission 
specialist on his first shuttle flight. Canadian 
Robert Brent Thirsk, VA3CSA, will serve as a 
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payload specialist. He’s also on his first shuttle 
flight. 253 


SAREX-—-the Shuttle Amateur Radio 
EXperiment—is sponsored by ARRL, AMSAT and 
NASA and is supported by the FCC. Amateur 
Radio has been flying aboard the shuttles since 
1983. 


The shuttle is in Earth orbit at an altitude of 
173 statue miles. The mission is planned to run 
for nearly 16 days and end July 6, but it could be 
extended by one day, which would make it NASA’s 
longest shuttle mission to date. 


The SAREX Working Group has chosen a 
handful of schools from around the world to make 
scheduled contacts with the shuttle during this 
SAREX mission, so students can ask questions of 
the astronauts during the contact. 


Send reports and QSLs to ARRL EAD STS-— 
78 QST, 225 Main St, Newington, CT 06111-1494, 
USA. Include the following information in your 
QSL or report: STS-78, date, time in UTC, 
frequency and mode. If you wish to receive a card, 
you must also include an SASE using a large, 
business—sized envelope. “The Net” in Anacortes, 
Washington, has generously volunteered to manage 
the cards for this mission. 


Probe Launched into ARIANE 5 Failure 


The European Space Agency and CNES—the 
French space agency——have set up an independent 


‘board of inquiry to look into the causes of the 


failure of the Ariane 5 launch vehicle following 
its launch June 4 from the Guiana Space Centre, 
Europe’s Spaceport, at Kourou, French Guiana. 


The board also will propose actions to prevent 
a recurrence. The board is being asked to report 
by mid July. The Amateur Radio Phase 3-—D 
satellite is scheduled to be launched in October 
using the same type of rocket. In the wake of the | 
June 4 failure, AMSAT officials have not ruled out 
a delay in that schedule. _ 
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Right now, investigators are looking closely at 
the launcher’s electrical and software systems. The 
launcher was carrying the European Space 
Agency’s four Cluster satellites, a science mission 
to study Earth—Sun interactions, but no Amateur 
Radio satellites. 


The vehicle veered off course after nearly 40 
seconds of flight and was destroyed by an “onboard 
neutralization system.” Preliminary analysis of the 
telemetry data confirms that the propulsion stages 
functioned correctly—_AMSAT News Service. 


OL’ Sol is Spotless Again. 


Sun watcher Tad Cook, KT7H, says there is 
very little solar activity to report! There was an 


eight day run of no visible sunspots at the end of » 


May, but activity has picked up slightly since then. 
Average solar flux is up about two points from the 
May 23 report. Solar flux is expected to drop down 
below 70 after June 14th. It isn’t expected to rise 
above 70 until after the first of July. 


Geomagnetic conditions are quiet, but some 
moderately unsettled conditions are forecast for 
mid June. Propagation on the upper bands remains 
depressed. As we move toward summer, 160 and 
80 meters are getting noisier. Check 30 and 40 
meters during the night for worldwide propagation 
and 20 meters during the day. 


Ham Radio Earns Praise at Rio Forum. 


Amateur Radio came in for high praise this past 
week from presenters at the Strategies Forum, 
being held in conjunction with ITU Americas 
Telecom 96, a week long telecommunications 
exposition in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, so reports 
ARRL International Affairs Vice President Larry 
Price, W4RA, who’s attending and helping to man 
the IARU Region 2 display at American Telecom 
96. 


“The Amateur Service provides the best 


qualified operators for emergency 
telecommunications, which requires flexibility, 
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ingenuity and improvisation. The Amateur Radio 
Service also provides a unique, world—wide, 
decentralized ‘network of highly disaster—resistant 
stations,” UN officials declared. | 


IARU Region 2 President Tom Atkins, 
VE3CDM, spike on behalf of the Amateur Service. 
He addressed ham radio’s history and tradition of 
contribution during emergencies. taking particular 
note of events which have occurred in the 
Americas, including storms, floods, earthquakes 
and volcano eruptions. Atkins also discussed the 
CITEL/OAS initiative to establish an International 
Amateur Radio Permit (IARP) as a way to facilitate 
the movement of operators and possibly arabe 
across international borders. 


During a question—and—answer session, Price 
offered his own observation that there is “no system 
which man has invented (or is likely to invent) 
which will not someday fail and there will continue 
to be a role and need for amateurs to assist in 
emergencies.” 


Transatiantic Challenge 


To assist in the study of transatlantic VHF 
propagation, a 2—meter test beacon was scheduled 


to begin operating June 9 from the southwestern 


coast of Ireland. The CW beacon, signing EI3DP/ 
P, will remain on the air for about three months on 
144.480 MHz, running 25 W. The antenna is an 
eight-element horizontal Quagi at 20 feet aimed 
at the US and Canada. The specific location is in 
grid square IO4xp (51.38 N, 10.00 W). 


The beacon transmits every 60 seconds. It 
sends: TEST DE EI3DP/P EI3DP/P QTH 1041 XP. 


Any station in US or Canada that monitors the 
transmission and wants to attempt a QSO may page 
Tom, EI4DQ, and Dave, EI4HT, at 353 1 2032371. 
They will be available 24 hours a day and can be 
on air within 30 minutes. They’ll operate CW on 
144.080 MHz. Station operator Jim Ryan, EI3DP, 
would appreciate reports from stations who 
monitor the transmission. 


The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


FAR Meeting 
Minutes 

June 12, 1996 
Takoma Park, MD 


* FAR President, Chuck Sommer (N40SD), called 
the meeting to order at 8:07pm at Columbia Union 
Collegé in Takoma Park, MD. 


* The trustees introduced themselves. (See list next 
page, Ed.) 


* The April and May meeting minutes were sent 
out via e-mail on May 11 and mailed (snailmail) 
on May 13. The May minutes were approved. 


* Treasurer Charles Johnson (N3HFO) underwent 
surgery on April 25th. Complications resulted 
which required a hospital stay of nearly a month. 
Charles is home now and his condition improves 
daily. He expects to attend the July meeting. Good 
luck Charles on a speedy recovery. Tony Young 
(WA3YLO) gave the Treasurer’s report. 


* Auto Call - Tony Young (WA3YLO) reported 
that Auto-Call is more than $2,000 in the red. Tony 
needs to check on advertising receipts and revise 
the accounting. Tony led a round of applause for 
the Mumfords who carry the Auto-Call banner to 
all the local area hamfests. Thanks and a tip of the 
hat to Ed and Millie! 


* Survivor’s Assistance - Tony Young (WA3YLO) 
reported that he has an FT-1 with accessories for 
sale. This equipment was valued new at around 
$2,800+. He is asking around $1,000. An antenna 
tuner is also available and a good deal can be made. 


* Scholarship Committee - Hugh Turnbull 
(W3ABC) was tied up with scholarship committee 
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awards meetings this week and could not attend 
the FAR meeting. 


* ARRL Report — There was no ARRL report. 


* FARFest (Gaithersburg Hamfest) Report - The 
next FARFest Committee meeting will be at 7:30 
pm on Wednesday, June 26 at the PG County EOC. s 
just off of Eastern Avenue 1-1/4 miles inside the 
beltway. Al Brown (WA3FYZ)-reported that 
volunteers from member clubs are still need for 
various jobs on Friday September 6, Saturday 
September 7 and, particularly, on the day of the 
FARFest Sunday September 8. He reminded 
everyone that member clubs are *obligated® to 
provide support for FAR activities. Contact Al 
Brown for more information or to offer support. 


OLD BUSINESS 


* Discussion continued on FAR sponsorship of the 
“A dopt-A-School” program to encourage clubs to 
participate. Pat will also draft a letter for approval 
answering the Antietam Radio Association’s 
concerns about liability, etc. That letter will be sent 
out before the next FAR meeting. Pat Kilroy 
(WD8LAQ) handed out an advance courtesy copy 
of the “Adopt-A-School” article to appear in the 
July 1996 issue of Auto-Call magazine. - 


* Jeanne Rexrod (N4ZGI) reported on the ARES, 
Institute held May 4th. The first cut at expenses 
came to $413.84. Certificates of Completions will 
be mailed out in the next weeks and then a final 
total for expenses will be submitted. A summary 
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of the written comments about the Institue was 
passed around. Ross Merlin (WA2WDT) noted 
one comment in particular which stated, “This is 
the kind of activity that FAR needs to [sponsor].” 


NEW BUSINESS 


* Al Brown (WA3FYZ) offered his resignation as 
Recording Secretary effective at the end of the 
meeting. His resignation was accepted. Al Brown 
will remain as the Executive Vice-President. 


* Roy Bates (N2CSQ) volunteered to pick up the 

duties as Recording Secretary. Hugh Katz 
(KB3TB) made a motion to accept Bates’ offer. 
The motion was seconded by Mary Morris 
(N4TCI) and the motion was _ passed. 
Congratulations, Roy. 


Al Brown and Roy Bates vowed to work together 
to transfer files and data to make for an orderly 
transition. Roy may be reached at: 


Roy Bates, N2CSQ 
P. O. Box 143 
Brunswick, MD 21716 


Telephone: 301-834-9351 
Internet SMTP: 74163.200QCompuServe.com 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


* The Frederick MD Hamfest will be held at the 
Frederick Fairgrounds on Father’s Day, June 16. 


* The SKYWARN Picnic will be held at the 
National Weather Service in Sterling Virginia on 
Saturday, June 15 at 12:00 noon. $5.00 pays for 
hamburgers, hot-dogs, etc. Tours will be available. 


* The Maryland Mobileers will be supporting the 
Cycle Across Maryland (CAM) July 21 through 
July 27. 


* The MADRA hamfest is scheduled for August 
25 in Brunswick, MD. 


* The next FAR Trustees meeting will be July 10 
at 8:00 pm at the Lee Center in Alexandria, VA. 


A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and 
passed at 8:45 pm. 


Aitendees at the June FAR meeting... . 


N4ZGI 
WD8LAQ 
WA3YLO 
WA3FYZ 
N3IVO 
N3IRO 
N3KGQ 
N3LTM 
N3KZS 
N3TCI 
N4OSD 
WA2WDT 
KB3TB 
N3HLY 
KA3UZI 
WA3MNN 
K3LLL 
NU3D 
N2CSQ 
W3BWN 
WA3ZER 


Jeanne Rexrod 
Pat Kilroy 
Tony Young 
Al Brown 
Rosie Falcon 
Ed Mumford 
Mildred Mumford 
Kim Stoffel 
Ralph Stoffel 
Mary Morris 
Chuck Sommer 
Ross Z. Merlin 
Hugh Katz 

- Ken Easton 
Joe Seasley 
John Elgin 
Joe Handley 
Jerry Gavin 
Roy Bates 
Henry Miller 
Bill Dobson 
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Alexandria RC & Natl Cap ARES Council 
AMSAT-NA 

Anne Arundel ARC & IBes-ARC 
Antietam Radio Association & MEPN 
Baltimore ARC 

CMARC & Frederick ARC 

CMARC & Frederick ARC 

Hanover Area Hamming Assoc. 
Hanover Area Hamming Assoc. 

Mt Vernon ARC 

PG Co RACES/ARES 

T-MARC & Mont Aux Comm Srve 
Voice of America ARC 

PG Wireless Assoc. & Green Mtn. RA 
Laurel Amateur Radio Club 

MD FM Assoc. 

MD FM Assoc. & IBM-ARC 

MD Mobileers 

MADRA 

Washington Adventists * Goddard ARC 
BARC & MARC 
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By Paul E. Wilkins, 
AB4CY 


THE SPEECH COMPRESSOR 


The term speech compressor is a bit of a 
misnomer for what we try to do when we press the 
compressor button. What we intend to do is expand 
the audio “voice power” of the modulation to 
improve the intelligibility of the audio, not 
compress it. There are a variety of ways to do this 
that have been used since the earliest days of radio. 


Any signal processing system has a dynamic 
range from the noise level to the strongest signal it 
will produce. The human voice has a dynamic 
range from 35db for regular conversation to 56 db 
for shouting. An AM radio system has a range of 
50db, FM about 60db, and a phonograph record 
about 35db. Since some program sources like 
orchestral music have a range of 60db, some 
method of limiting the input signal is required to 
prevent over modulation on loud peaks. The early 
types took the form of peak clippers which simply 
switched in to prevent the signal from exceeding a 
preset level. The clipping process generates some 
high frequency components and needs careful 
filtering to prevent objectional distortion. A further 
development led to peak limiters which gradually 
reduced the gain as the signal level increased, 
avoiding the distortion of a clipper but still 
introducing harmonic distortion due to the change 
in wave shape. | 


The modern speech compressor acts like a peak 
limiter in that it amplifies the lower frequency 
(stronger)voice components to fill the modulation 
wave form with more power than they would 
normally provide at the expense of the higher 
frequency components. In the English language the 
vowels are primarily low frequency and the 
syllables are somewhat higher. Any design is a 
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: 


compromise. A male voice has its greatest power 
in the 300 to 600Hz range while the female voice 
has its greatest power in the 555 to 1110 Hz range. 
There is always some distortion introduced by 
reshaping the wave form and there is a lot of air 


time spent comparing how I sound with the 


compressor on or off. 


Compression became a necessity in connection 
with phonograph records where the sound 
amplitude produced was a function of how far the 
needle moved sideways in the record groove. The 
limit was how wide the groove was so that you 
didn’t hop into the next groove on a loud sound. 
That’s why the traditional phono record only had 
a 35db dynamic range and had limitations on how 
loud a sound could be recorded. The CD has 
changed all that. You may have read the warning 
on the CD box not to turn up the volume too high 
because you don’t hear even the noise level, the 
next sound might take out your speaker cones! DSP 
can have almost any dynamic range. 


The opposite of compression is expansion 
where the incoming signal is restored to its original 
amplitude level by an amplifier that provides 
greater gain for high level signals than for low 
levels. Thus, if you use 15db compression on 
transmit, a 15db expander stage would restore the 
original dynamic range. Since there was never an 
agreement on what would be a standard the system 
never was utilized. 


Very fancy phono amplifiers were made with 
a manual expander control set by the listener. The 
expander couldn’t make up for the frequency 
distortion however, just the amplitude range. In 
addition, the extra components were expensive. 


For my money, I wouldn’t rate a speech 
compressor very high on the list of bells and 
whistles. In listening tests there is at best a marginal 
improvement(unless you’re convinced it’s the 


answer to a maiden’s prayer). The greater the — 


compression, the greater the distortion and that 
depends on what was designed at the time of 
manufacture. 
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Traffic 
Fun 


By Geri Sweeny, 
N4GHI 


As I write this, Field Day has passed. Did 
everyone get the 100 points for sending a message 
to the Section Manager? In Virginia, that was 
KD4TZN, Chris. In Maryland/DC, it was WB3V, 
Bill. Also, each FD station could receive 10 points 
per each message relayed, and/or received. Think 
about it... You can send (relay) a message on 2 
meter packet. Think how many points you could 
have acquired by writing messages to your friends 
and giving them to the packet station to put on a 
local PBBS - like WA3TAI. All you would have 
needed to know is how to construct a message; 
and how to send it to a PBBS. 


I worked nets from my house all day Saturday 
and only relayed one message going to our SM. 
John and I always take the midnight shift at our 
club station. Hope the rest of the folks in Virginia 
either sent the message via packet, or on Sunday. 
Since Virginia and Maryland/DC are in different 
Sections, we don’t work the same nets. I can’t say 
how well they did. 


PBBS: A reminder of how to send a message 
to a PBBS. If you don’t know the zip code, I’m 
not sure what you do. I'll use my zip, 22309, for 
the following demo. 


1) Connect 


2) At the prompt (> ) type: ST 22309 @ NTSVA 
(SendTraffic zip at NationalTrafficSystem Virginia) 
Spaces must be left as shown. 

push enter/return; i.e. next line. 


3) The prompt should say SUBJECT: 
type the name of the city and enter 
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4) Send the message: 


A) FAST WAY: Have the message already 
typed in a file and send the file. It takes longer to 
type it live and how will you know your text count 
(check) to fill in the preamble, if you haven’t typed, 
and/or written it? 


B) SLOW WAY: Type in the pre-written 
message. 


5) On a new line, type Control Z. That stores it. 
You’re done! 


P.S. Many of us old-timers, who used to use 
something called a typewriter, understand what 
return means. But, way long ago, even before us 
old timers, there used to be a machine called a 
‘mill’. That’s what the old, old, old-timers used. It 
also utilized ‘return’ terminology. 


And, speaking of old-timers, if you are still 
thinking state abbreviations as: Mass, Penn, Calif, 
etc.; you will have to join the modern world and 
get a list of 2-letter designators. 


PREAMBLE: 
1) What, where, why is it? 
2) Into what categories is it broken? 


3) If the date shows the message is old, where 
has it been? 


» 4) What does it mean if the word ‘test’ is in the 
preamble? : 


1) One line at the top of a message to tell folks 


2) From whom, where, when it comeith. EX: 
(NR 6 R N4GHI ARL 4 Mt Vernon VA Aug 8) 


- It starts with a message number assigned by 
the originating station. If a return message is 
necessary, it’s easy to refer to the message number 


as a reference. 
Continued next page 
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TRAFFIC FUN, continued from previous page 


- A precedence is included so that relay stations 
can figure out how important the message is. At 
the bottom is R for routine. At the top is E for 
Emergency (life and death). In between is P for 
priority and W for Welfare. If it’s E, you relay it as 
quickly as humanly possible. Most messages are 
Routine. During an emergency, many are Welfare. 
Every once in a while someone wants a ride from 
a airport the next day; and, sends a priority 
message. 


- Call of station sending the message. 

- Check number for text count. If preceded by 
ARL, it indicates an ARL radiogram should be 
expected in the text. 


- Location where the message originated. 


- Date message sent. 


3) It’s generally assumed by all folks who work 
nets that any message with an old date has been 
sitting on a PBBS. In fact, occasionally someone 
has accidentally left on vacation and left it laying 
on their desk. 


4) Test indicates you are studying for your NTS 
exam. These generally take place in the Fall, and 
are sponsored by ARRL. An exercise called ‘SET’ 
(Simulated Emergency Test), goes forth to check 
whether everyone is ready to help in case a 
hurricane (or, whatever) hits. You can tell it’s a 
SET message because the Precedence has a test in 
it. This is to alert folks that they shouldn’t really 
believe what the message says. Some of them are 
very creative and quite amusing. 


P.S. We are currently in hurricane season (June 
- October). Are you ready? Could you send a 
message, if necessary? 


N4GHI, STM, Virginia 
@ WA3TAI 


a 


D.C. ARES and Federal City REACT Work Together . 


Two local organizations, D.C. ARES and 
Federal City REACT, worked together to provide 
communications support to the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade and the Cherry Blossom Parade in 
downtown Washington, D.C. 


After an introductory meeting, the two groups 
decided that, by joining forces, they could provide 
logistic communications support to the parade 
organizers. In past parades and fund-raising events 
such as walk-a-thons, the groups worked 
independently but sometimes could not locate 
enough volunteers to fully support the function. 
With clear delineations of authority and 
responsibility, the communications efforts were 
successful. 
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A joint Net Control site was necessary to 
coordinate contacts on different frequencies. Hams 
used simplex frequencies on the 440 MHz cm band 
because of severe intermod interference on 2 
meters. The REACT volunteers used radios on the 
GMRS (462 MHz) band. Because frequencies were 
similar, the net control and remote sites were easily 
accessible for effective communications. 


Two of the REACT volunteers were also 
HAMS. Others expressed interest in becoming 
licensed amateur radio operators. In turn, there was 
some interest in the HAM community in obtaining 
a GMRS license. This spirit of cooperation is 
expected to continue for future events. 
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Amateur 
Radio 
Training 
John Forrest WZ4A 


6111 Burnett St., Alexandria, VA 22310 
(703)97 11-3905 


Please send announcements for training classes and club training contacts to WZ4A at 
the above address. Deadline is the 25th of the 2nd month prior to the Auto Call 
publication date (e.g., 25 December for the February issue). 


Club Training Contacts 


Alexandria RC 
Anne Arundel RC 
Arlington ARC 


, Antietam Radio Assn. 


BRATS (Baltimore) 
Baltimore ARC 
Fauquier ARC 
Frederick ARC 
Herndon Rep’t Gp 
Laurel ARC 

Madras 

MD Mobileers ARC 
Montgomery ARC 
Mt. Vernon ARC 
NASA/Goddard ARC 
Ole VA Hams ARC 
Pentagon ARC 

St. Marys Co. ARC 
Shenandoah Val ARC 
Southern MD ARC 
Southern Pax ARC 
Stafford Adult Ed 
Sterling Park ARC 
Tri-County ARC 
Vienna Wireless 
Woodbridge Wireless 
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Rich Adamy KA4GFY 
Tony Young WA3YLO 
Mike Callaham NW3V 
Robert Long KD3JK 

Joe Chidester W3SHZ 
Essex Community College 
Neil Spokes AB4YK 

Hal Silverman W3HWC 
Michael Weber WB8RDN 
Pud Reaver W3DQI 

Larry Ziecheck 

Bruce Colburn AA3KR 
Rocky Jones KC4UXO 
John Forrest WZ4A 

Vikki Gigante KA3PVS 
Charles Dale WA4YGI 
David Boyd K9MX 

Peter Butt WA3UMY 
Guy Black W4PSJ 

Vic Curtis WA3 YUV 


Dwayne Kincaid WD8O0YG 


Jerry Mullinix AC4HK 
Forrest Snyder N4AUTY 
John Creel WB3GXW 
Paul Wilkins AB4CY 
Jim Duffey WD4AIR 
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(703) 644-3920 
(301) 262-1917 
(703) 241-5618 
(301) 824-5132 
(410) 602-0353 
(410) 780-6854 
(540) 364-3861 
(301) 831-7946 
(703) 450-2304 
(301) 498-6293 
(301) 984-6113 
(410) 437-1891 
(301) 216-5210 
(703) 971-3905 
(301) 249-2609 
(703) 361-3091 
(540) 659-6241 
(301) 862-2214 
(540) 722-4952 
(301) 888-1388 
(410) 586-2177 
(540) 659-3905 
(703) 430-4149 
(301) 572-5124 
(703) 560-2779 
(703) 491-3170 
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The Foundation For Amateur Radio, Inc. 


Volu nteer JOHN FORREST W2AK 

6111B tt St. 
Exa miner ’ Alexandria, VAL 2281 0 
G O op erative | (703) 971-3905 


* Effective July 1, 1996, the Extra Class written exam question pool (Element 4B) will change. It is 
anticipated that the new question pool will be significantly different from the old pool. Be sure to use 
study materials appropriate for the current question pool. 


* The maximum exam fee has been raised by the FCC to $6.05. 


* Copies of the complete (as of date) 1996 VEC Exam schedule from the Auto Call database are 
available. To obtain a copy, please send a large, self-addressed envelope with sufficient postage to 
cover 10 letter-size pages along with $2.00 to cover copying costs to WZ4A at the above address. 


1996 Schedule of Examinations 


Berryville, VA - Shenandoah Valley ARC (Hamfest) (Mount. ARC VEC) 
Walk-Ins Welcome. Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 si 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (WSYI VEC) Walk-In 
_ Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G 
(202)546-9348 (Day)(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Elkins, WV (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 
Note: Temporary location change. Call for directions. 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 
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Cumberland, MD - Mountain ARC (Mount. ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact; Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) Pre-Registration/Walk-In 
Requirements Unknown Contact: HAM-TALK (410)426-8255 


aurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited 
Walk-In 

Contact: John Creel WB3GXW 

(301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G 
202)546-9348 (Day) (301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In Contact: 
Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 
Note: Temporary location change. Call for directions. 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) 


Pre-Registration Desirable, Limited Walk-In Contact: John Creel 
WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


Don't forget to bring your license when upgrading!! 
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Glen Burnie, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested, Limited Walk-In 


Contact: Jerry Gavin NU3D (410)761-1423 


Stafford, VA - Fredericksburg VE Team/Stafford ARA (ARRL VEC) 
Walk-In. Contact: Carolyn Cavanagh AC4SK (540)373-7076 
Jim McCloud N4LZJ (540)786-8012 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (WS5YI VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 (Day) 
(301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 
Note: Temporary location change. Call for directions. 


Davidsonville, MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Cumberland, MD - Mountain ARC (Mount. ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Leo Patterson KQ8E (304)289-3576, 
Gay Rembold W3DFW (301)724-0674 


Towson, MD - Baltimore ARC (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration/Walk-In Requirements Unknown 
Contact: HAM-TALK (410)426-8255 


Laurel, MD - Laurel ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration Desirable, ’ 
. Limited Walk-In . 
Contact: John Creel WB3GXW (301)572-5124 after 6 PM 


- Remember to bring your license when upgrading! - 
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Hagerstown, MD - Antietam Radio Assn. (ARRL VEC) 
Pre-Registration Requested - Some Walk-Ins Accepted 
Contact: Al Boyers N3NVT (301)733-6522 Days, 
Bob Long KD3JK_ (301)824-5132 Evenings Before 9PM 


} Annapolis, MD - Maryland Mobileers ARC (Laurel VEC) Pre-Registration 
Requested, Limited Walk-In 
Contact: Lois Turner KA3VVQ (410)647-4178 


Elkins, WV (Mountain ARC VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Walter Corley KF8SX (304)637-0506 


Landover, MD - D.C.M. ARC (ARRL VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Freddie Battle NG3G (202)546-9348 
(Day) (301)773-2898 (Evening) 


Alexandria, VA - Mt. Vernon ARC (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Frank Mackey N4GUS (703)455-1510 
Note: Temporary location change. Call for directions. 


oe csonLS MD - Anne Arundel Radio Club (Laurel VEC) Walk-In 
Contact: Bob Israel WC3I (301)262-5083 


Sterling, VA - Herndon Repeater Group (ARRL VEC) Walk-In Contact: 
Mike Weber WB8RDN (703)450-2304 


-TRAINING CLASSES - 


NOVICE/TECHNICIAN COURSE: The Mount Vernon Amateur Radio Club will present 
an entry level amateur radio course to prepare students for the Novice and/or Technician class 
license exams. The course will include Morse code instruction. The course will meet in 
Alexandria, VA on one weekday evening per week starting in September. Dates, times, and 
location to be announced later. Contact John Forrest WZ4A at (703)971-3905 for more 
information and to sign up. 
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Volunteer ' 
Examiner “a 
Cooperative 


EXAM FEES: 


* Check for appropriate exam fee. Fees and modes of payment 
for individual VECs and exam teams may vary. 

* ARRL VEC exams cost $6.05 

* Laurel VEC exams are free 

* Mountain VEC exams are free 

* W5YI VEC exams cost $6.05 


BRING TO EXAM: 


* Picture identification 
* Completed FCC form 610 (most VE teams will supply at exam) 
* Original and a copy of current FCC amateur radio license 
* Originals and copies of all active certificates of 
successful completion of prior exams 
* Exam fee (check or cash depending on VE team) 


“GRANDFATHER” CREDIT FOR ELEMENT 3B (GENERAL WRITTEN): 


* If you presently hold a Technician class license which was 
first issued prior to March 21, 1987, you may be 
grandfathered for Element 3B (General class written exam) 
by presenting the original and a copy of the license dated 
prior to March 21, 1987 to the VE team. It is your 
responsibility to prove that you are entitled to 
grandfathering. Do not lose your original license! 


RULES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE FAR VOLUNTEER EXAMINER COOPERATIVE: 


. All submissions must be in writing 

. Date and day of week must be specified for each exam date 
. Point of contact and phone number must be specified 

. Sponsor and location must be specified 

. VEC must be specified 

Exam dates up to 12 months in advance will be accepted 

_ Deadline for submission is 25th of the 2nd month prior to 
publication date (e.g., January 25 for March issue) 


SUNDUN PWN 
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Antietam Radio Association 
presents the 1996 Edition of the 


MARYLAND-DC QSO PARTY 


August 10, 1996 1600z to 0400z August 11th & 
1600z to 2359z August 11, 1996 


PHONE & CW: CW QSOs IN THE CW BANDS ONLY! Stations may be worked once 


per band using each mode. Only SINGLE ‘OPERATOR STATIONS are permitted to 
enter from outside the Maryland-DC Area. 


AWARDS: PLAQUES to the high scoring Single Operator MD-DC Station, 
the top Non-Maryland-DC Station and to the Maryland-DC Area Club 
with the high scoring entry ! ( Columbia ARA defending club champ for 
last two years. ) CERTIFICATES awarded for all other categories including 
10 Best MD-DC logs, best from each U.S. State, Canadian Province, DX. 
Country, MD-DC Mobile, Best YL Entry from Maryland-DC, High QRP Score 
from Each State and to the best Novice/Technician Entry from Each State! 


CERTIFICATES ARE ISSUED TO ALL WITH 50 OR MORE-@SO POINTS IN THEIR ENTRY II! 


THE RULES 


1. Non-MD-DC Stations must work only MD-DC stations. MD-DC Stations may work anyone. 


2. Portables and mobiles that change counties during the test count as a separate station in each new county of opera- 
tion. Sorry, no packet or repeater QSOs allowed. QSOs part da regularly scheduled net are not allowed. 


a 
3. EXCHANGE: QTH and MAJOR CATEGORY of entry. QTH is County for MD-DC Stations. Use U.S. State, Canadian Province 
or DX Country as appropriate for Non-MD-DC stations. MAJOR CATEGORIES are CLUB, QRP, MOBILE, NOVICE/TECH, and 
STANDARD. Stations should send the major category that reflects their HIGHEST POINT VALUE! 


4. SUGGESTED FREQUENCIES: VOICE 3.92 7.23 14.26 21.37 28.38 50.15 MHz + SIMPLEX 2 METERS AND ABOVE. CW 
3.643 3.701 7.035 7.126 14.04 21.115 28.04 28.115 MHz +VHF+UHF CW FREQS. CW IS ENCOURAGED AND SUG- 
GESTED USE ON THE ODD HALF HOURS. Examples 1730 1930 2130 2330 0130 0330z 


S. SCORING: For Non-MD-DC Stations - Each MD County + Baltimore City + DC are multipliers. (25 possible) For MD-DC 
Stations - the Basic 25 as above + each of the other 49 states + each Canada Province + each other DX country. (Rule 
change) Multipliers may be claimed once only. THEY DO NOT REPEAT ON EACH BAND. 

6. QSO POINTS: 10 points for CLUB STATION QSOs_ 5S points for Mobile QSOs 4 points for QRP or NOVICE/TECH QSOs. 
3 points for CW or RTTY QSOs (RTTY & CW count as same mode for scoring) 1 point for any other valid contact 
HIGHEST SINGLE POINT VALUE APPLIES Example - contact with a mobile club station is a 10 point QSO | 

7. Final Score: Add up the QSO Points and Multiply by the sum d the Multipliers. 


8. Send logs with S.A.S.E. by September 10, 1996 to the ANTIETAM RADIO ASSOCIATION (W3CWC) P.O. Box 52 
Hagerstown, MD 21741-0052. 
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ee e ANNOUNCING ¢  « 
CLEAR, CRISP, & STRONG REPEAT AUDIO! 


C3Ie HAS RELEASED SEVERAL NEW PRODUCTS AND IS SETTING 
THE NEW STANDARD IN AUDIO PROCESSING TECHNOLOGY 
¢ OUR NEW C3I-100PG, WITH PATENT-PENDING AGC, WILL MAKE ALL YOUR 
USERS VERY PLEASED. ELIMINATE WEAK AUDIO, STOP “PICKED 
FENCING”, BRING EVERYONE USING YOUR REPEATER UP TO FULL . 
QUIETING WITHOUT RAISING YOUR NOSIE FLOOR OR HEARING THE 
PUMPING ACTION ASSOCIATED WITH ALL OTHER AGC CIRCUITS. THIS 
NEW PRODUCT IS OUR HOTTEST SELLER, 100s ARE NOW IN USE, CALL 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS. THIS IS AN AUDIO PROCESSOR AS WELL, 
SIMILAR TO OUR STANDARD PRODUCT, THE C3I-1000P. 


e OUR NEW C3I-1000TT, IS A PANEL-MOUNT, 16 BUTTON MATRIX, 
SELECTABLE LOGIC, DTMF PAD, WITH FULL CONTROL OVER AUDIO 
LEVEL AND TIMING. WORKS PERFECTLY WITH THOSE CONTROLS THAT 
DEMAND PRESENCE OF COS BEFORE DECODING. NOW YOU WON'T 
HAVE TO USE A FAKE DTMF TO SIMULATE COS BEING PRESENT. 


e ARE YOU TIRED OF LISTENING TO USER SQUELCH TAILS? GET RID OF 
THEM WITH OUR C3I-1000D, AUDIO DELAY MODULE. 


° SOON-TO-BE-RELEASED: THE C3I-1000DVR, DIGITAL VOICE RECORDER; 
AND, OUR C3I-1000SQ, SIGNAL QUALITY VERIFIER. DETAILS WILL 
FOLLOW. 


e YOUR CONTROLLER WILL INSTALL WITH EASE IN OUR CUSTOM FABRICATED 
RM-1000 EMI ENCLOSURE, COMPLETE WITH POWER SUPPLY AND SPACE 
FOR OTHER OPTIONS. THE RM-1000 IS AVAILABLE NOW FOR EITHER 
CAT-300, 700 AND CAT-1000 REPEATER CONTROLLERS, OR ANY OTHER 
CONTROLLER MOTHERBOARD! 

e OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH COMPUTER AUTOMATION TECHNOLOGIES, THE 
CAT-300, 700 & 1000 PEOPLE, ALLOWS US TO FULLY INTEGRATE YOUR 
NEW CONTROLLER INTO OUR ENCLOSURE, ADDING C3Ig OPTIONS, AND 
FULLY TESTING YOUR CONTROLLER BEFORE DELIVERY. 


e LET US HELP YOU REACH TOP PERFORMANCE! CALL, WRITE OR VISIT 
OUR HOME PAGE TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 


http://www.C3IUSA.com 


4-800-224-5137 
C3Ie, 406 NORTH PITT STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA, 22314-2316 


(703) 684-6980 OFFICE, (703) 684-1382 FAX 


Owen Wormser, KELEW Sam Ruffin, KM40I 
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1996-1997 


ARES CALENDAR 


March 


9 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Alexandria, VA 
16 SKYWARN Advisory Group Meeting 

17 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Washington, D.C. 
20 Spring begins 


April 

5 Good Friday 

7 Easter 

13 Cherry Blossom Parade, Washington, D.C. 
14 The MS Walk, Reston, Pentagon, Potomac 
20 Bull Run Run (50 miles) 
21 G.W.Parkway 15K 
28 Loudoun March of Dimes Walkathon 


May 
4 ARES Disaster Institute 
12 Mother’s Day 
18 Armed Forces Day 
MS 150 K Bike Tour, Virginia 
27 Memorial Day (Observed) 


June 


1 N. VA EMS Council Disaster Mass Casualty Exercise 
2 American Heart Assn 10K 

14 Flag Day 

16 Father’s Day 

20 Summer begins 

21 Bike America Tour, Virginia 

22 ARRL Field Day 


July 


4 Independence Day 
Fourth of July Celebration, Washington, D.C. 


August 
3 NCAC Simulated Emergency Test 


September 


2 Labor Day 
22 Autumn begins 
24 MS Half Marathon 


October 


14 Columbus Day (Observed) 
27 Daylight Savings 

Marine Corps Marathon 
31 Halloween 


November 
11 Veterans Day 
28 Thanksgiving 

December 


21 Winter begins 
25 Christmas 
31 New Year’s Eve 
First Night-Alexandria, Leesburg, Silver Spring 


NCAC ARES NET Sundays 9:00 P.M. 146.91 MHz for details. 
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2/20/1996 


THE 


ald? av. 
DX & REPEATER ASSOCIATION#* 


Proudly Presents an Amatuer Radio Communications 


ARRL Test Session 

Seminars 

Demonstrations ae Pe 
Flea Market Ss? aed 
Commercial Vendors : 


Em’ 2 =6©6 BRING THE FAMILY! 
'? Brunswick Train Museum 
“* Food by Local Restaurants 
Antique & Craft Shops 


Sunday, August 2sth 


eS age ark 


Rain or Shine ! 
For SweatFest ‘96 Info Call our Voice BBS : (301) 416-8447 Box #109 
Write: MADRA SWEATFEST '96, 230 N. Potomac St. Suite #2B, Hagerstown, MD 21740 


TALK-IN: 147.060 / 448.125 MHz Repeaters 
MADRA NET Every Tuesday Night at 7:30PM on 147.060+ 
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VIRGINIA BEACH 


HAMFEST 
Sept 21 & 22, 1996 


Virginia Beach Pavilion, Virginia Beach, Va. 
ARRL ROANOKE DIVISION CONVENTION 
AREA’S LARGEST COMPUTER EXHIBIT 


e MAJOR HAM RADIO DEALERS & MANUFACTURERS 
e AMATEUR RADIO EXAMINATIONS ON SUNDAY SEPT 22 ,1996 
e FIELD CHECKING FOR ARRL & CQ DX AWARDS 
e MICROSOFT PROGRAMS 
e AMATEUR RADIO & COMPUTER FORUMS 
e BANQUET ON SATURDAY NIGHT SEPT 21,1996 
e VISIT WITH GORDON WEST 


e FREE PARKING TALKIN ON 146.970 REPEATER 
COMMERCIAL BOOTHS 804 - HAM - FEST TICKETS & TABLES 
Lewis Steingold W4BLO E - MAIL Manny Steiner K4DOR 
1008 Crabbers Cove Lane 3512 Olympia Lane 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 TRCI @ INFILNET | Virginia Beach, VA 23452 
S.A.S.E. Required Make Checks & Money Orders Payable to “ TRCI “ 
Name ___ Telephone Fax 


Business Name/Call Sign 


Street Address 


City State Zip 


Advance tickets good for both days ---- $5.00... eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaneea 
Children under 12 free TICKETS WILL BE $6.00 AT THE DOOR. 

Commercial 10’ x 10’ Booth Good for both days ----$150.00 per booth 
Booth includes electricity, tables and chairs. 

Commercial 8’ Tables for both day’s ---- $30.00 

Commercial Tables ( 10 or more ) --- $25.00 

Electrical Outlet for both days --- $20.00 .......... cece eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenenenes 

Banquet Ticket per person Saturday night --- $19.00 


eee eee eeeeenseee 


POR Oeee eee eee EEE EHH HE EHH EEE EE HEHEHE EEEH EEE 


RRR RARE EERE EEE HEHEHE EHH EEE EHH HEHE EE EEEEHEEEE 


SRR EERE EEE ETH EEE EH HEHEHE HEES 


Tickets ARE REQUIRED when Renting Commercial Tables and Tailgate Space 
Outdoor Tailgate area is $15.00 for each parking spot. (NO AVANCED REGISTRATION ) 


Local ordinances and Hamfest policy do not permit firearms or pornographic material to be displayed or sold 
at the show. “ TIDEWATER RADIO COVENTION’S INC. “ 


4 \ ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT BANK 


FEB 323 Mill St, N.E. BBS: 703 938 3781 
ee Vienna, Va. Zoia 80 Email: eeb @access.digex.net 


Web: www.digex.net. eeb,eeb.html 


FT-3000 M 


The Latest YAESU 
70 Watt in Car/ at Home « Wide Rx 
¢ New Display 
NOW 
AVAILABLE 


$489.95 


With Yaesu in store instant 
Qpon (until May 31) * 100 Watt HF 


now $799 


ICOM IC-707 


Yaesu Mil-Spec 100 Watt HF, Compact XCVR 
FT-10 2 Ieft at $696.95 
2 mtr Now with Qpon (1 is demo) 


2 watt a06 - $185.00 
5 Watt A06 - $205.00 


"Ask the boys at the 
counter about theirs!" 


LOWE HF150 .- Portatop ICOM ICT22 
Sanpeiee 118 - 175 Rx 
a te All Mode w/ sync same $ 238.95 


NOW 


$519.95 


"NO other HT at 
this Low Price!" 


N EW YAESU FT-50 HT 


MIL Spec, Yaesu's newest dual 


5 band transceiver 
Anniversary 2w $326 
"YES...We take CLEAN sw $349 

trade-ins - Call us!" + Wide Band RX 


Oggae 7 ACE HO 


AMSAT 
The Radio Amateur 
Satellite Corporation 


Local Meetings: Semiannual in Spring and 
Fall. 

VHF FM Net: Sundays at 9 p.m. on 
146.835 MHz FM, WA3NAN/R, Greenbelt, 
MD except on government holiday weekends. 
Off during summer 1996. 

Information: NCS Pat Kilroy, WD8LAQ, 
Contact by e-mail:wd8laq @amsat.org . 


AMSAT is a non-profit, scientific and educational 
organization incorporated in Washington, D.C. 
with headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland. 
Everyone is welcome to join AMSAT and to become 
actively involved in the support and operation of 
the amateur space program. If you would like 
additional information then you may write to 
AMSAT-North America at: AMSAT Headquarters, 
P.O. Box 27, Washington, D.C. 20044. Or you may 
telephone headquarters at 301-589-6062. 


ACHIEVING SAREX SUCCESS 


The recent STS-78 Life and Microgravity 
’ Sciences (LMS) mission carried the Shuttle 
Amateur Radio Experiment (SAREX) but how 
many of you made contact? How many even 
HEARD any of the astronauts? Probably many in 
the greater Washington, D.C. area. But do you find 
that for some reason, you just can’t seem to catch 
them? 


Here are a few tips on achieving SAREX 
success. First, you need to believe that high power 
and fancy antennas are not required. Information 
and persistence will add many dBs of gain to your 
25 watts into your 5/8-wave antenna mounted on 
your chimney. I know. I’ve done it. And so can 
you! 


You need to know when the shuttle is flying 
overhead. You can run the predictions yourself 
using your computer with the proper satellite 
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tracking software. (Programs for just about any 
operating system are available from AMSAT 
Headquarters.) Or you can snatch someone else’s 
predictions. Tabulated predictions are available 
on packet radio or from a fellow ham. 

If you are tracking the shuttle graphically real-time, 
be sure that your computer system clock is within 
a few seconds of WWV. This error is the Number 
One reason some hams hear nothing but static and 
get frustrated. Don’t give up! Persistence is the 
Number One ingredient for success! 


Now you need information. Lots of it. It pays 
to study up! Just before a SAREX shuttle launch 
scores of information is released by reliable 
sources, including the ARRL and the SAREX 


Working Group. Get the frequencies and program 


them in to your transceiver. 


You’!l want to have an idea of the crew sleep 
periods. During sleep periods the best you can 
hope for is the WSRRR-1 packet radio robot if it is 
on board. 


A little ingenuity helps. For example, try for 
times when most Earthbound hams are asleep, or 
take some time off during regular business hours 
during the week. One trick I’ve used is unique to 
us on the East Coast. I’ve watched for times when 
the shuttle is out over the Atlantic, just within my 
range, but out of range from the big guns in land. 
There any more tips like these to offer! Perhaps 
readers will write and offer their own. I’d be glad 
to publish unique ideas in a future column. 


Before I close this column, I will offer one last 
tip. It may be the best one yet. But it will take a 
little planning and teamwork. The tip is that 
SCHEDULED contacts with the space shuttle are 
given away by the SAREX Working Group. They 
give them away to worthy school groups who apply 
to the American Radio Relay League for the 
chance. The secret (shhhhh) is that a school group 
cannot do it without the help of an amateur radio 
operator, or a group thereof. Why not be the one 
to visit the local school and ask the science teacher, 
“Would talking to an astronaut in space interest 
any of your students?” 
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The ARRL and AMSAT are around to help you 
help them achieve SAREX success! 


73, Pat WD8LAQ 


Anne 
«7 Arundel 
AARC Radio Club 


Meetings: 8 PM Ist and 3rd Thursdays, 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, 
Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson Roads off MD 
Rt. 214 near Annapolis. 

On the air: 2030 Thursdays when there is no 
club meeting on 147.705/105. Tuesdays at 
2030 local time on 28.410. Wednesdays at 
2000 on 444.400. The Chesapeake Weather 
& Traffic Net on 147.705/105 at 1100 and 
1500 every weekend day and public holiday 
from April 1 to November 15. MSN 
(Maryland Slow Net) every evening at 1930 
on 3.7170 MHz. 

Address: P.O. Box 308, Davidsonville, MD 
21035. 

Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan, 410- 
923-0229. 


The weather cooperated beautifully for the 
annual AARC Family Picnic on June 15th. The 
food was great. The hamburgers and hot dogs 
furnished by the club were enhanced by a huge 
supply of favorite salads, side-dishes and desserts 
brought by attendees. 


We had excellent attendance. Every age group 
was represented-from a 5-month old infant to a 94- 
year old man. The youngsters enjoyed the 
playground and playing with new friends while the 
adults rag chewed. Many persons “eye-balled” 
each other for the first time. It was great fun to 
meet and converse with XYLs, children, parents 
and friends of club members. A GREAT TIME 
was had by all. 


Yours truly was greatly surprised to receive a 
certificate declaring June 15th official Holly Day. 
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There was even a banner and a decorated cake in 
addition to the certificate. 


Field Day 1996 was coordinated by Bruce/ 
KE3PT. There were three HF stations and a VHF 
station, as well Novice/Tech and Packet stations 
spread over the grounds of the Davidsonville 
Family Recreation Center. Five hundred sixty one 
contacts were made with a total of 4,322 points. 
Six hundred of the extra points for various activities 
were tallied. 


There was the largest number ever of overnight 
campers. At least a dozen visitors were able for 
the first time to operate a radio station. It was the 
first field day for several new club members. Some 
participants were heard making plans to return next 
year. All seemed to thoroughly enjoy the 
experience. | 


It was a delight to have Ex-President David/ 
N3BFO and Anna/N3JYU Walter visit the Field 
Day site. They now live in Arizona. 


At the AARC Clubhouse on June 8th, Charles 
Tiemeyer/W3RMD, Oscar Ramsey/NV3G and 
Robert Kammer/N3POX gave 21 tests to 12 
persons. Twelve tests were passed with 8 upgrades. 
Other members of the team were: Robert Israel/ 
WC3I, Herb Elkin/KA3FDO, Bruce Strackbein/ 
KE3PT, Bettye Tiemeyer/K3VRZ and Holly 
Bevan/N3BMB. The next testing session at the 
clubhouse will be August 10th. 


73, Holly/N3BMB 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


14803 Build America Drive, Bldg B 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
(703) 643-1063, (800) 444-4799 
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Carroll County 
Amateur Radio 
Emergency Team 


Ly & Radio Club 


Address: Carroll County Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 2099, Westminster, MD 21158. 
Repeaters: 2M: 145.410-, 70cm: 449.875, 
6M: 53.090. 


BBS: 145.03 & 446.075. 


Nets: Tuesdays 8:30 p.m. local CARET Net 
145.410-. First Wednesday: 8:00 p.m. local, 
Mason Dixon Swap Net 145.410-. 

Club Meetings: Business meeting Second — 
Monday of the month at the EOC in 
Wesmnister. 7:30 p.m. local, talk-in: 145.410- 
Program meeting: Last Wednesday of the 
month at the EOC in Wesmnister. 7:30 p.m. 
local, talk-in: 145.410-. 


What a great Field Day weekend! The weather 
was fantastic, the bands were in good shape, and it 
was just a good time! Thanks to N3SB, NY3M, 
KG6TU, N3SOK, N3TOT, N3JIA, N3GQK, 
K3MTT, N3MYJ, N3UUW, N3UVH, N3NPB, 
N3CWG, KE3FL, and N4BIX for making this a 
FUN weekend. 


The picnic this year was super. The spread 
would have rivaled any gourmet restaurant! Thanks 
to Sharon N3UVH and Pat N3UUW for 
coordinating the picnic. The barbecued chicken 
was most excellently prepared by chef Doug 
N3CWG. 


Oh, I failed to mention the Polish sausage, hot 
_ dogs, and burgers that we had for lunch. In the J uly 
issue of QST, Section Manager Bill Howard WB3V 
mentioned in his Forum article that it was time to 
recover from the annual Field Day feasts. He 
exclaimed that some one may not have known that 
was part of the tradition. Well Bill, I think that if 
“culinary skills” were scored, we would have 
definitely got 100 points. 
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Yes, we did indeed do some radio under 
emergency conditions. We used wire antennas 
again this year, albeit the beam on 6 meters. Mr. 
Murphy was present again this year. We had raised 
and lowered the 6 meter antenna three times to fix 
a connector. But, we were able to get the six meter 
station on the air before the band closed up. 


The most interesting climax to the weekend 
was when Steve N3SB, after furiously working the 
CW station to make that 300th contact before 1400 
Sunday, stood up with his arms raised in jubilation 
like an Olympic victor and proceeded to hurtle 
himself out of the pavilion. What an adrenaline rush 
he must have had. 


The results for the 1995 Simulated Emergency 


| Test are in the July issue of QST. Check out who 


was NUMBER ONE in the Maryland-DC section 
for ARES Activity! CARROLL COUNTY! Great 
job folks. 


Our first class operations are being called upon 
again for the “Country Fest 96” country music 
festival in Westminster on July 7th, and for the 
Cycle Across Maryland (CAM) Tour the week or 
Soly 224¢, 


SKYWARN has been busy already this year. 


Contact Charlie N3REI if you would like to 


participate as a Net Control Station. Usually when 
the net is activated, the nets are quite lengthy. I 
sure Charlie would like to not have to sit four to 
six hours all the time covering the whole Central 
Maryland area. . 


_ Congratulations to Phil KE3FL for PSHR last 
month. 


If you are looking for more to do since you’ ve 
become a licensed amateur radio operator, come 
and join an ACTIVE HAM club! Have fun learning 
and serving. All that is needed is YOU! 


73 de WX3F 
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Central Maryland 
Amateur Radio Club 


Meetings: 4th Friday of the month at 7:30pm, 
at the Doctors Community Hospital, 8118 
Good Luck Road, Lanham, MD (no meeting 
in December). Enter in the Outpatient Test- 
ing entrance across from the Emergency Room 
entrance behind the main building. Take the 


elevator to the Sth floor and exit left, the meet- 
ing room (DSE Room) is on the right. 
Repeater: N3EZD/R 145.230 MHz. 

Net: Every Tuesday, 9:30pm, 145.230 MHz 
repeater. 

Mailing Address: Central Maryland Amateur 
Radio Club, P. O. Box 788, Greenbelt, MD 
20768-0788. 

Information: Oscar Ramsey, Pres - NV3G, 
(301) 262-3392. 


The weather cooperated very nicely for the 
CMARC Field Day Exercise held at the New 
Carrollton Bible Church property. My thanks to 
all who participated in making it a successful event. 
Those present were Roger - KE3RW, Tony - 
N3JWT, Darrell - N3IBO, Karen - N3SCC, Tom - 
N3BXW, Leah - N3RLN, Jim - KD3JA, Kirk - 
N3TWX, Euclid - N3VPV, Andrew - N3WQF, 
Nikolas - N3WQG, Wally - N3I1YC, Chuck - 
N30DK, Irene - N3TZK, Mark - N3TZL, Eric, Hal 
Martin- a guest and myself NV3G. 


Around 1000 or so some assembled and set up 
the pole tent and some started installing antennas 
which was quite a feat with a row of trees and a 
building. Thanks to Ken Voigt for the loaning us 
his gasoline powered generator and our thanks to 
Tony - N3JWT for bringing the gasoline operated 
generator, tables, chairs, and the overhead pole tent. 


My thanks to all who brought a variety of food, 
such as, hamburgers, hot dogs, baked beans, soft 
drinks, cones (with ice cream), and other assorted 
foods. We had three HF stations and I was amazed 
that the 40 meter station with the antenna only 8 to 
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10 feet off of the ground had a 1.5 to 1 VSWR and 
was used to make many field day contacts.” 


Our field day coordinator, Jim KD3JA, got 
quite a sun burn but is slowly recovering from his 
over exposure. I am looking forward to next years 
field day. Some got to operate on HF radio for the 
first time. I would like to see more of that next 
year. Giving others an opportunity to operate who 
have not yet done so, who do not yet have the 
equipment and/or have not yet achieved that license 
level is part of the excitement of field day. 


My thanks to all who helped'in every phase of 
setting up, operating, feeding, and tearing down. I 
had a very enjoyable time and I also hope all of 
you that made the effort to attend our field day this 
year had fun also. And last but not least our thanks 
to Sam - N3SJD and Darrell - N3IBO for allowing 
us to use their New Carrollton Bible Church 
property to use for a field day location. | 


73 de Oscar - NV3G 


Columbia 
<> Amateur Radio 
Association 


Club meeting: 4th Tuesday of the month at 
7:30 p.m., at the Bethany United Methodist 
Church, Bethany Lane, Ellicott City. 

Net: 147.135 repeater at 8:30 p.m. each 
Tuesday except for meeting nights. 

Youth net: 147.135 repeater at 7:30 p.m. every 
Thursday. 

Repeaters: 147.735/147.135 (cross-linked to 
222.32/223.92); 147.990/147.390 (direct dial 
911); 222.32/223.92 (cross-linked to 147.735/ 
147.135); and 443.275/448.275. 
Information: Larry Russo, Pres - K3TFU, 
(301)725-2840. 

Mailing: P.O. Box 911, Columbia, MD 21044 


Field Day was a blast! As usual, there were 
one or two hitches, including an antenna tower that 
refused to remain upright until about the third try. 
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A new wrinkle this year was using a balloon to 
give height, and thereby, wider coverage to one of 
our wire antennas. Worked well enough to try at 
the Maryland QSO Party later this year. Food was 
good and plentiful as always thanks to Joy-KE3MP, 
Dionne-KA3ZDL, and Greg-N3???. 


On Saturday, Dick Gelfman and his wife, who 
_ is running for a judgeship in Howard County, 
stopped by our field site and visited with our 
operators. Turns out that Dick used to be a ham in 
his pre-teen years. 


The CARA picnic at Burba Lake, Ft. Meade, 
was big success as well. And the weather 
cooperated beautifully! The next social event will 
be the annual pool party at Alan-N3AC’s house on 

Sept. 7th. 


Our June meeting, which occurred on the Tues. 
immediately following Field Day, was held at 
Westinghouse’s Historical Electronics Museum on 
W. Nursery Road in Linthicum (near BWI Airport). 
It’s a fascinating place and several members arrived 
a half hour early to take the tour of the facility 
before the meeting. The museum has a radio club 
and operates both an HF and an ATV station there. 
If you’re into old radio, electronic, radar 
equipment, etc., this is the place to visit. 


The meeting was the usual post-mortem- 
critique session on Field Day. It is also the time to 
exchange/return equipment and tools left over or 
forgotten by participants. The novice group was 
singled out again for getting set up and operating 
before anyone else as well as making a good 
contribution with it’s 100+ contacts. A committee 
was formed to plan for the QSO Party on Aug. 10 
and 11. 


We will be back at our regular meeting place 
in July. 


Until later, 


73’s, Jean Williams-KB3AOT 
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Fauquier 
-Amateur Radio 
Association 


Meeting: 7:30 p.m., 2nd Tuesday of the month 
except July, August and December. Shadow 
Lawn Recreation Center, Warrenton VA. 
Breakfast: Last Saturday of the month at 
Western Sizzlin Warrenton VA 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. 
Net: Every Wednesday, 9:00 p.m, 147.165 
Mhz NZAN Repeater. 


Packet: KE4YVU FARA7 node 145.070 Mhz 
with direct connect to FBBS9 
FBBS9 Bulletin Board 145.090 Mhz, 
FARA9 node 145.090 Mhz. 
Repeater: NZAN/R 147.165 Mhz (+.600 Mhz) 
Newsletter: TOROID, Monthly. Deadline for 
submissions: 20th of the month. 
Information: Don, WY2V, (540)347-5745 
or Larry, K4LLQ (540)347-7609. FARA, PO 
Box 752, Warrenton VA 22186. 
Next meeting: Sep 10. 


Field Day was great! The weather was good, 
the rain stayed away and the contacts came pretty 
easily for FARA this year. We had the usual 
complement of CW/Packet, SSB, Tech+/VHF 
operating tents, plus managed a quick satellite 
contact. 


Frank Ross W4NHJ headed up our Field Day 
effort with help from Sheila Day KE4USUI in the 
Tech+ tent, Don Maziarz WY2V on CW, Chuck 
Gould N4YXW on Packet and Bill Moneysmith 
W4NER on SSB station setup. Special thanks to 
Dick KD4CAJ and Danny N7DC for bringing their 
trailers; those extra comforts were greatly 
welcome. 


We managed to get lots of press attention this 
year. Club president Larry Walker K4LLQ, and 
Vice President Mark Lindsey KD6AKC were 
interviewed on WINX with Chuck Williams. The 
segment aired Sunday while we were operating. 


On top of that the Fauquier Times-Democrat came ile ty 


out and did an extensive interview which wound 
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up as a full page feature in the paper! We also had. 


half-a-dozen visitors to the site at Airlie Airport. 
All around a very successful outing - hopefully our 
scores will be competitive too. 


The ARES and club members will be 
supporting the Therapeutic Ride-a-thon in August. 
Call the ARES coordinator, Don WY2V if you can 
help out. 


That’s all for this month: ‘The club takes a 
breather from meetings until September. Monthly 
breakfasts, ARES events and “The Going Home 
Show” will continue as always. 


73,-Mark, KD6AKC 


Frederick 
Amateur Radio 
Club 


Meetings: We meet at 7 PM on the second 


Tuesday on each month at the Frederick 
County EOC on Montevue Lane in Frederick. 
Please call our Sound Source phone number 
for the latest info at.(301) 695-2633 and use 
code 6393. 

Club Call & Repeater: K3ERM 448.425- 


WOW!! What a busy , tiring, and exciting 
month June 1996 has been for the Frederick 
Amateur Radio Club (FARC). A great big 
THANKS goes to everyone who attended, assisted 
in logistics, and coordinated the FARC Fathers Day 
HAMFEST and the FARC Field Day operations. 


The annual FARC Fathers Day HAMFEST 
moved back to the Frederick Fairgrounds for 1996. 
With nearly 1700 attendees, including the large 
number of tailgaters, this year’s HAMFEST was 
an overwhelming success. We will be able to 
continue our support of local ARES activities, FAR 
scholarships, and our repeater operations. We 
acknowledge and appreciate all of the positive 
comments that we were given about the return to 
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Frederick. We also acknowledge and plarrto act 
on all of the constructive criticisms we received. 


We appreciate your patience in working around 
the logistical problems we encountered and we 
thank you for keeping the area clean (We received 
a compliment from the fairgrounds keeper that we 
left the grounds cleaner than any group in the recent 
past). 


Special thanks go to Eric - N8AAY - who 
coordinated this year’s event along with everyone 
who worked the gates, talk-ins (the repeater owners 
- FARG (W3SOG - 146.73) and MADRA 
(WB8VBW - 147.06) and the operators), on-site 
communications, parking, tailgating, inside 
vendors, set-up, and clean-up. Without your efforts 
this event could not have been a success. 


Before we could catch our breath from the 
HAMFEST the ARRL “Field Day” event was in 
full swing and offering another round of excitement 
and challenge. As coordinator of FARC 
participation in this event, I want to thank everyone 
that provided their equipment, expertise, and time 
in making sure K3ERM was well represented on 
the airwaves. | 


We learned which set-ups worked and which . 
ones did not and gave some thought of what to try 
next year. Special thanks go to John - NSKMA - 
and his wife Fran for putting up with a temporary 
antenna farm supporting some crazy people on their ~ 
property. While the final point tally is not complete, 
we learned a lot and talked a lot about our abilities 
to operate in an emergency situation. 


Our repeaters (448.425 and 146.64) are 
operating and you are welcome to use them as you 
enjoy Frederick! 


Thanks again for your support of the FARC 
during the month of June and hope to see you at 


one of our monthly meetings!!! 


73 - de N3MVV - Scott (President) 
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Goddard 
| a Amateur | 
ro pee Radio Club, Inc. 


Meeting: Third Wednesday of each month at 
5:00 p.m. at the Goddard Amateur Radio Club 
station, Soil Conservation Road, Greenbelt, 
MD, across from the Soil Conservation Road 
gate of the Goddard Space Flight Center. This 


road may be accessed from either Route 193, 
Greenbelt Road, or Powder Mill Road. 

Net: Information net is held every Thursday 
evening at 9:00 p.m. local time. All amateur 
radio operators are welcomed. Net Control is 
Don Bennett, W3MIK 

Repeater: 146.835 Mhz. 

Information: Jim Blackwell, N3KWU, (301) 
286-4534; Vikki Gigante-Hueber, KA3PVS, 
(301) 249-2609. 


It has been a busy summer so far for GARC. 
Between field day and a 17 day mission, there has 
been little time to breathe. Field Day was a success, 
~ garnering over 1000 contacts and a great time had 
by all! This year, it was held at the Goddard Visitor 
Center on Soil Conservation Service Road. The 
club was 2A and also had a novice tech station 
operational. OF course, during Field Day, 
Columbia was up with the longest ever 17 day 
mission microgravity lab. It was difficult to find 
operators for shuttle retrans during field day 


weekend but we did manage to keep it up for a 


few hours on Saturday, now we are back at it full 
time again. The operator pool grows short and the 


missions grow long. If anyone would like tobea - 


Shuttle retrans operator, even if you can only put 
in a few hours once in a while, give me a call at 
(301) 249-2609 or contact me at 
vickilyn @clark.net. We could sure use some more 
help with missions becoming more frequent and 
_ missions becoming longer. 


Recently, GARC and BARC cooperated in a 
fox hunt. It was a fun Sunday afternoon on June 
30, 1996 when Bill Dobson worked shuttle 
retransmission at the Goddard Radio Club and also 
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was the fox for the BARC Fox Hunt. Bill asked 
permission to do this and the GARC granted it. 
There was a representation from GARC consisting 
of Dave Gossard, Jeff Salamon, Robert DiRosario 
and Vikki Gigante to welcome the fox hunters and 
Sharon and Tricia Dobson from BARC were also 
on hand with Bill to greet them. After several hours 
of hunting and many hints as to Bill’s location, the 
fox hunters showed up at the Shuttle 
Retransmission Site and were rewarded with a 
grand tour of the club facilities. It was truly an 
enjoyable afternoon and the fox hunters are to be 
praised for their valiant efforts! 


The Goddard Radio Club will have a table at 
BRATS and Virginia Beach’s hamfests and others 
as the summer goes on. We look forward to seeing 
you and please drop by the station during shuttle 
retransmission. We love to have visitors! 


Vikki Gigante, KA3PVS 


Green Mountain 
Repeater 
Association 


Meetings: Board of Directors, Last Monday 
of each month. 

Repeaters: KD3VR-146.61 (Cheverly), 
K3GXF-146.88 (Greenbelt). 

Luncheon: First Saturday of each month at 
the Fountain Cafe, in the Laurel Shopping 
Center Mall, US Route 1 (Baltimore Ave.) and 
Cherry Lane. Starts at 11:30 AM. Monitor 
146.88 for Talk-In. 

Nets: Old Gents Net meets on 146.88 each 
day at 9:30 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. Washington 
Adventist Amateur Radio Association Net 
meets on 146.88 each Thursday at 9:30 P.M. 
Mail: P.O. Box 523, Bowie, MD 20718-0523. 
Information: John Williams, NSSJZ, (301) 
805-5761. 


GMRA held a Board of Governor’s meeting 
on Thursday, May 30, 1996, The meeting was held 
at the home of C.T., K3GXF and Sue, N3RWI. All 
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of the officers were in attendance as were most of 
the Control Operators. 


The meeting was very productive, as most of 
them are. As usual, C.T. and Sue are most gracious 
hosts and the refreshments were fantastic. 


One of the decisions of the meeting was the 
purchase of a new antenna for the 146.61 repeater 
site at Cheverly, MD. This antenna will be the same 
vertical dipole type that was recently installed at 
the 146.88 site in Greenbelt, MD. 


The work for the 146.61 repeater, which 
includes digging up the old antenna transmission 
hard line and installing new hard line from the 
shack to the top of the water tank. Then a new 
antenna will be installed and the hook up 
completed. This work is to be accomplished on 
Saturday, June 22 and hopefully completed on the 
following Saturday, June 29, 1996. Membership 
help will be appreciated. ; 


See you at the next luncheon at the Laurel 
Center Mall. 


73’s from all including Ken Easton N3HLY. 


a 


On-the-air meeting: Mondays at 9:00 pm on 
the Herndon repeater. 

Repeater: N4FSC, 145.310 (Herndon) 
Mailing: Herndon Repeater Group, P.O. Box 
5073, Herndon, VA 22070-1964. 
Information: Mike N4FXP, (703) 406-3158. 


The. 
Herndon 
Repeater Group 


The Herndon Repeater Group (HRG) is a 


family-oriented ham radio club affiliated with the 
N4FSC repeater in Herndon, VA. Membership is 
open to all, and the club holds several social and 
operating events each year. Dues are $20/yr. for 
your entire family; members have access to the 
repeater’s auto patch. All area hams are warmly 
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invited to join our information net on Monday 
evenings at 9:00 pm. 


Well, another Field Day is history. Under the 
leadership of Nick, KD6ADY, HRG’s effort this 
year was a success for everyone; even mother 
nature cooperated with fine weather. 


We had 3 battery powered stations on the air 
for most of the contest period. Our HF antennas 
were simple wire dipoles, launched over the 
treetops using the tried and true “arrow-and- 
fishing-line” technique, with yours truly serving 
as archer/angler. 


Steve’s satellite station scanned the skies, and 
with plenty of metal in the air for HF, our QRP 
signals were heard in over 350 QSOs, as far away 
as Hawaii. Craig, N4FSC, and Mike, N4FXP 
provided logistics (food, that is) and Nick served 
as Chef and Official HRG Trash Compactor. 


Our stalwart operators included: Steve, 
KAILM, Mark, KR4FH, Bill, N4WJN, Rick, 
WN3T, Bill, W3EMH, Clayton, KC4RTM, and 
Allon, KE4FYL | 
A fine job by all concerned. 


The HRG weekly net at last has a permanent 
manager. Congrats to Mike, KD4ITN in taking 
on this challenging and important job. 


73 de Mike, N4PDY 


Chapter X 
aa Soctety 
of Wireless Proncers 


THE INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
OF PROFESSIONAL RADIO TELEGRAPHERS 


For Information Call 
(703) 536-9537 
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Historical 
Electronics 
Museum Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: Third Wednesday of each month, 
5:30 PM,In the Historical Electronics 
Museum, West Nursery Road and Elkridge 
Landing Roads. Linthicum, Maryland (Next 
to BWI Marriott Hotel). 

Net: Monday 8:00 PM, 146.67 (-/224. 24(-) 
MHz (courtesy of BARC). 

Information: Gary Ryan, (410) 969-0410. 
Mail: P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, 
Baltimore , MD 21203. 

Street address: 1745 W. Nursery Rd., 
Linthicum, MD 21090. 


The June Meeting 


The major portion of the business meeting was 
devoted to Field Day Planning. The TBL-13 project 
continues to progress: 1. Suppression Grid 
Modulator- Charlie Angel, M3FB has completed 
the interface cables and system integration is to 
follow shortly. 2. Shunt Regulator - Heru Wamsley, 
W3WW has the regulator working fine and is now 
tracking down remaining hum that appears to be 
from the doubler. 


The General Class upgrade course has been 
completed and Rol Anders, K3RA is to be 
congratulated on a new batch of HF+ operators. 
HEMARC will participate in the Maryland/DC 
QSO party as W3GR with the TBL 13. This will 
be a special event historical station. 


The special presenter was Pat Kilroy, 
WD3LAQ, AMSAT area coordinator. Pat gave the 
club a fine overview of amateur satellites and 


insight into how AMSAT works to promote and 


support the world of amateur satellites. Many 
HEMARC members were quite surprised at the 
scope and vigor of this aspect of our hobby. A lot 
of information was given on a very big subject. 
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Grand Field day 


Lois Turner, KA3WQ chaired an excellent field 
day operation on the Museum grounds. The QRP, 
battery operated stations included: 40/80 meter CW 
(with a little SB on 40), 20 Meter SB, 2 Meter SB 
and a 10 Meter Novice station. The HEMARC 
Amateur Television Station was working as a 
demonstration. All worked very well and despite 
the heat in the tents and the sun, everyone had a 
fine time. The objectives were fun and fellowship 
and they were met handsomely. The members who 
kept the Museum open as an extra treat for visitors 
were: Gary Ryan, W3GMY; Ernie Farkas, K3CBW 
and Heru Wamsley, W3WW. 


Many thanks to: *Herman Turner, WK3P- 
Tireless from set up to tear down and throughout 
*Bill Izzo, N3HXO for providing’ and setting up 
the 20 meter QRP rig *Phil Harich, N3UNF for 
providing and setting up the excellent Novice 
station *Charlie Angle, M3FB for heavy lifting 
setting up and tearing down *Cam Marie’, W3EPR; 
Dean Bush, K3KHG; Dean Bush, Jr., N3KHS; 
Tony Dal Santo, N3HYR and others for spirited 
operating shifts. Jt was a super event for all 
participants. 


PRE-WW2 DXCC QSL CARDS STILL NEEDED 


HEMARC is trying to set up a display of at 
least 100 pre WW2 DXCC QSL cards. All cards 
loaned will be protected and returned to the owner 
after display. Contact Rol Anders, K3RA at 410- 
796-4792 if you have any of these cards. 


The August 21 1996 meeting will feature John 
Kohl, KO4A who will make a presentation on loop 
antennas. At the September 11, 1996 meeting, 
ARRL Vice President Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC will 


talk on the inside workings of the ARRL. 


Please note that beginning with the September 
meeting the club will meet on the second Tuesday 
of each month. 


73 de Chip, W4PBG 
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Laurel Amateur 
Radio Club 


A Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator 


Meetings: 4th Wednesday of each month (ex- 
cept November & December) 7:30pm at 384 
Main Street, Laurel Md. 

Social: 2nd Wednesday of each month, except 


December (Call for directions). 

Nets: Ist & 3rd & 5th Wednesdays, 8:30pm, 
on 147.225+, no tone. 

Mail: P. O. Box 3039, Laurel, MD 20709-0039 
Exams: 3rd Saturday of each month, to pre- 
register contact: John/WB3GXW (301) 572- 
5124 after 6 PM. 
Information: Jim/WI3N (301)725-6829 or 
Pud/W3DQI (301)498-6293. 


First of all, it is a pleasure to sit down, once 
again, to consider words of wisdom for the LARC 
Auto Call article. Roger has been doing such a 
fine job over the past several years. As most of 
you may know, Roger has eschewed the mundane 
cycle across Maryland and/or Virginia events this 
year for the more rigorous opportunity to CYCLE 
ACROSS AMERICA! His odyssey started on June 
17 in Seattle, and will finish on August Ist at 
Rehoboth Beach, Del. I received a post card dated 
22 June from Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho. Roger said 
there are 65 psychos (er, cyclists) in the event; avg. 
age = 41. No telling what he’s planning for next 
year, but his wife Shirley said some pontoons 
arrived last week. 


Several of us talked with Roger via two-twenty 
meter patch engineered by Bill/KI7AO, as Roger 
cycled just north of Bill’s QTH in Cle Elum, Wash. 
We also had several 20-meter QSOs with Russ/ 
N3AUQ and Barbara/N3LFK during their three 
month circle from Jessup-San Diego-Seattle- 
Niagara Falls-return. Russ said he would go again 
tomorrow, in spite of some of the aggravations you 
get pulling a 28 foot trailer in a 75 mph wind. 


The LARC Field Day was an outstanding 
success from both the hamming and social side of 


things. We had a visitor, Cy/W3EUF, who joined 
the club, and several other folks who saw our sign 
and just stopped by. We were on the air as W3VY. 
Mary Ellen/ex-AA3KW, obtained that callsign (her 
father’s), when the FCC opened Gate-1 of the 
Vanity Callsign Program. We borrowed a bucket ~ 
truck from Fred Frederick and put our TH-6 up 
forty feet, and strung a GSRV for the local stuff. 
We even had a CW station on the air for about ten 
hours. 


Two other members of LARC have taken 
advantage of Gate-1 to revive their old callsigns: 
Phil/ex-N3RFB is now K3MEG, and Stan/ex- 
N3RCY is now K3JNT. I know of several | 
members who are itchin’ for Gate-2 to open, but 
their target callsigns have not been disclosed yet. 
HMMM! 


On July 6 LARC will supply communications 
for the Laurel Fourth-of-July parade, which 
meanders through Laurel, and ends up in our 
version of de-mod alley. We survived last year by ’ 
using Radio Shack HTs and J-pole antennas in the 
problem areas. 


Finally, all VECs now have a national venue, 
but the LARC-VEC is regularly testing in Finland! 


LARC is the fourth (or fifth, depending on who’s . 


counting) largest VEC! 


We test around the nation and around the world, — 
but locally we test the third Saturday of each month ~ 
at the Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street. 
Pre-registration is requested, but not required. 
Testing starts at 0900, with all elements available 
for perspiring aspirants. 


v 


Have a nice summer. 3 de PUD/W3DQI 


Reminder - all submissions for 


are due no later than 
the Ist of the month prior to the 
month of publication!! 
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Loudoun 
Amateur 
Radio Group 


¥ 


Meetings: Third Saturday of each month; 8:00 
a.m. Call for meeting place information. 
Nets: Every Sunday evening at 8:00 p.m. on 
28.360 

Mailings: Loudoun Amateur Radio Group, 
P.O. Box 1004, Purcellville, VA 22132 
Information: Gary Quinn, NC4S, (540)822- 
5690; or John Unger, W3GOI, (540)338-4620. 


LARG has just completed its 3rd Field Day at 
Ida Lee Park in Leesburg using Vice President Gary 
Quinn’s NC4S callsign. This year’s event was the 
most successful so far, both in terms of our score 
and the good times that were had by all 19 club 
members who participated during the weekend. We 
have just about optimized our HF antenna layout 
for our 3A station at this location. We had one 
station, W3GOI’s Corsair II, primarily on CW. 
This rig used a 40/80 meter trap dipole built by 
K4MSG and W3GOI’s 2-element Hygain yagi on 
W4HZV’s 30' mast; this setup was a killer on 20 
CW! NC4S’s ICOM 736 and G5RV made up our 
second HF rig, and WB9RXJ’s Kenwood TS-820 


and the club’s GSRV completed the 3A station. — 


Our VHF contacts were made with WB3AKD’s 
2-meter all mode, 30' tower, and 11-element beam. 
We even had our very first Field Day 2-meter CW 
contact with this rig! 


A big improvement in this year’s effort was 
setting up all the masts, towers, and antennas on 
Friday evening; it made the Saturday morning 
" activities seem a lot less hectic. However, Murphy 
almost had the last laugh when we discovered 15 
minutes before the start of Field Day that the 2- 
meter beam had a high SWR. All hands pitched in 
to lower the tower, and after soldering a broken 
coax lead, the VHF station was back on the air. 
We were only about 30 minutes late in starting Field 
Day... One of the best features of this year’s Field 
Day were the Sunday morning breakfast and 
afternoon lunch prepared by WOPLX and K4AJA. 
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Everyone who was there appreciated these meals 
after a long night of ham radio. WB3AKD had 
done a great job with public relations and we | 
received good coverage by some of the local 
newspapers and even had a some visitors, who were 
attracted by our new club sign. 


Our final score still has to be tallied, but we 
made about 1205 contacts; more than half of which 
were on CW. Combined with bonus points, our 
total score should be about 4600 - a big 
improvement over last year. 


But even on Sunday afternoon, as this year’s 
Field Day station was being taken down, a lot of 
us were already discussing how we could improve 
things more next year - I guess that’s the essence 
of ham radio fellowship and why so many oe us 
enjoy Field Day so much. 


73 es tnx for all the FD QSO’s 
John Unger, W3GOI 


The Maryland 
Apple Dumpling 
Radio Amateur 
Society, Inc. 


Meetings: 2nd and 4th Thursdays - 7:00 PM. 
NBC Building - WKYS Conference Room, 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, Washington, DC. 

Nets: Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 9:00 P.M. on 


145.45 MHz (PL-5A). 

Repeaters: 444.100/449.100 MHz (PL-2A), 
145.45/144.85 MHz (PL-5A). 

WWW Address: _http://mvhsl.mbhs.edu/ 
~fwright(MADRAS. html 

Mailing: P. O. Box 2468, Wheaton, MD 20902 
Information: Larry Ziecheck - N3GKZ (301) 
984-6113, Jean Blacik N3PLC (301) 984- 
6113. 


At our last meeting until fall, June 13th, we 
were very fortunate to have Bob Curry, KC3VO, 
as our guest speaker. His topic was “Motorcycle 
Mobile HF”. After our business meeting inside the 
NBC building we all trouped out to the parking 
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lot, where Bob had his motorcycle parked, and 


were given acomplete history of how he converted 
his machine for mobile HF. I am sure many of you 
have seen Bob at the Hamfests around the county 
and have admired his unique motorcycle. If you 
get the opportunity to talk with Bob sometime, ask 
him to go over the fine points.of the installation of 
his equipment and how it came about. MADRAS 
thanks you, Bob, for one of our more interesting 
meetings. 


Field Day °96 is over. All the months of 
preparation for the big event and it has come and 
gone. Outside of a few minor problems with our 
antennas we had relatively few mishaps during the 
24 hour period. MADRAS wants to thank its 
present members, past members, friends and 
visitors for making this a most memorable Field 
Day experience. We were fortunate to have not only 
our members operating, but many of our past 
members dropped by and gave us a hand. Thanks 
to the article that appeared in the Rockville Gazette 
we had several visitors stopping by to see what 
ham radio was all about. 


We want to thank our food committee for all 
the bagels, croissants, donuts, sandwiches, chips, 
candy, cookies, fruit, popcorn, sodas, juices and 
coffee provided during Saturday and Sunday. There 
is nothing like operating on a full stomach to make 
the time pass quickly. Breakdown and cleanup after 
Field Day went quickly and smoothly. Everyone 
was already suggesting how we could improve next 
years Field Day to make it more efficient and 
hopefully more stress free. It sounds to me like a 
good time was had by all and that it was a most 
successful endeavor. As the old saying goes “Same 
time next year”’. 


We haven’t chosen the restaurant for our End 
of Summer Dinner, but we are working on it. We 
will schedule our dinner toward the end of August 
and will see that the information appears in our 
Bulletin. Any suggestions will be most appreciated. 
Call Jean at the Clubhouse if you have a favorite 
place you think would appeal to our group. 


73’s .... Jean - N3PLC 
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The Maryland 
Mobileers Amateur 
Radio Club 


Meetings: First Friday of each month at 
the AA Co. EOC, Crownsville State Hospital 
grounds Crownsville, Md. 

Repeaters: WA3PJQ - 146.805 & 449.125 
both in Millersville, Md. W3VPR - 442.3 in 
Annapolis - Joint usage AARC. 

Social Breakfasts: 15 days (3 Saturdays) after 
club mtg, at Rick’s Cafe in Odenton at 9 AM. 
Mailing: MMARC, P.O. Box 935, Severn, 
Md. 21144: 

Nets: 2-Meter on 146.805 @20:30 local time — 
every Monday, 10-Meter CW practice net 
@19:00 Monday on 28.230 MHz. 
Information: H. John Kohl, KO4A, 
(President) 410-757-8148. Bill Ziegler 
KA6TYY (410) 987-2384. 


The Mobileer’s JUNE MEETING guest 
speaker was Ken, N3OPI, who was the Field Day 
Coordinator. He wrapped up last minute questions 
and answer concerning field day. 


All were notified that SEPTEMBER’s © 
MEETING will be at the HISTORICAL | 


ELECTRONIC MUSEUM on West Nursery Road 
and Elkridge Landing Road in Linthicum. Gary, 


W3GMy, will give members a tour of the museum. » 


If you haven’t ever been there, it is a great place to 
learn some history and see some great electronic 
systems. 


Plan now for the MMARC 3rd ANNUAL 
FAMILY PICNIC at Downs Park Saturday, 
September 7th. at Noon in the Arcadia Pavilion. 
Please contact Vicky, N3QFF, @ 969-3048 if you 
and your family are interested in attending. 


22MAY96 - MMARC FIELD DAY REPORT 
About a dozen MMARC members met at Johnny’s 


Restaurant at 0900 to take on carbohydrates (and _ 


a few fat) calories to handle the excitement and 
work needed to be done in the next 24 hours for 
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field-day. MMARC’s Field Day was at Down’s 
Park this year in the camping area. The camping 
area was a new site for the club and proved to be a 
challenging and functional field site. There was 
about 200 square feet of open grassy space (some 


of it quite wet from the rains) surrounded by tree’s: 


of all kinds. 


Upon arrival the club decided to put up three 
towers/poles. The first pole (40 ft.) was for the 


_ packet VHF antenna. It was a learning experience 


having about 8 persons helping to upright this pole 
that acted very much like the pole vaulter’s pole in 
action! A vital lesson learned was that even though 
4 - 8 persons makes it nice to put poles up, you can 
only have ONE (1) person shouting the orders and 
in-charge! Once that was determined the pole went 
up quickly. Pole number two was erected later to 
support the final leg of the loop antenna. 


. KO4A brought a 40 ft retractable tower that 
was put-up easily and a 3 element tri-band beam 
was put on top of it, pointed to the west. 


Next was the ANTENNA’s. Numerous wire 
dipoles were strung to the tree’s, the 2 Oz lead 
sinkers were flying from sling shots to see who 
could get the highest, most accurate shot! 


In addition to the dipoles, a loop was put up. 
This proved to be more of a challenge than had 
been anticipated, but once started, no one wanted 
to give up until it was done. And when I say done, 
I mean all 1,088 feet worth!!! It was a good thing, 
as the loop proved to work excellent on multiple 
bands. 


TENTS were put-up to house the sites. There 
was a Novice Station plus three other stations. 
Voice and CW were worked. ° 


The POWER of the day was from three 
generators. Though a little bit noisy at times, 
reliable power was maintained the entire time 
frame. 


There seem to be no shortage of FOOD at the 
site and it was decided if this was the real thing 
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and ran for several days, we would have to cut- 
back on our food intake or else we would be rolled 
out of the site!!! An excellent Steak dinner with 
all the fixins’ was cooked by the club’s president 
John, KO4A and his lovely wife Ann, N3BYT. 
They were assisted by other MMARC’s officers 
and spouses of the club. 


The heat & humidity seemed to be the biggest 
ENEMY of the day. It was quickly learned to bring 
lots of water and be careful not to overwork one 
self in the heat. N3OPI had some resemblance of 
a Maine Lobster from his radiation exposure, and 
I’m not talking RF! But, despite the toll the sun 
took on us it was nothing compared to the after 
hours bug battle. If the score was kept, it would 
be bugs = 1, MMARC = 0!!! Ticks, mosquitoes 
and other flying bugs proved to be quite 
bothersome even after heavy doses of OFF were 
applied. Screened in tents were the only safe place 
to be. 


SUNDAY came and the dreary crew left-overs 
managed to bring all towers down without any 
casualties. The generators were shut down and the 
tents folded and put-away for next year. Anda 
tired, bitten, sunburned, worn-out crew of amateurs 
made their way home to the tubs/showers, bactine 
and ben gay! And all of us said, Gee, wasn’t that 
FUN, we can hardly wait until next YEAR!!! 


Oh, I forgot to mention we made many contacts 
too!!! 


73’s, Bill/KA6TY Y 
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CARPET 


Wall to Wall Carpets, Remnants, Rugs, 
Vinyl, Ceramic, Tile, Hardwood Floor 


All Major Brands at Discount Prices 


vuite 


Interest 
Up to 1 Full Year 


ZERO 


Down Payment 


FREE Estimate, Shop at Home 
Shop Here Hassle Free & Save Big! 


(301) 937-2221 
(301) 983-0000 
(703) 820-8080 
1-800-480-MIKE 


with approved credit, 
ask for details. 


Limited time offer, not valid 
with any other offer 


yn Ge eee See 


ZS Metrovision 


Amateur TV Club 
Fast Scan Color ATV 


Meetings: Quarterly: Time and place TBD. 
Repeater: WA9GVK/4 (video/audio) Input: 
425-431 Mhz. Output: 438-444 Mhz. Acces- 
sible 144.970 Simplex FM Voice. 
On-the-air: Sundays and Wed. 8:00 P.M. 
Mailing: Metrovision, Inc., P.O. Box 8231, 
Falls Church, Va., 22041. 
Information: Sam - N3GHY (301 430-3373) 

Jim - KA4CKI (:703494~342) 

Tom - KO40X (540-752-2100) 

Rich - KA3BTD (301-843-1253) 


Our club would like to recognize our newest 
check ins, Robert- AB5DR and Paul, KF4FOR. 
Both of them came in to the repeater with a P5 
picture the very first try. A job well done Robert 
and Paul.. We are sure after a few more check ins 
Robert and Paul will be a pro like the rest of us. 
Uriah-N3UEN will not be able to make the ATV 
check-ins for July and August do to his new job as 
a commercial radio announcer. We all look forward 
to see him again in September with his neat things 
he shows us on ATV. 


It certainly appears that AT'V is catching on. In 
the June issue of Auto Call a new ATV Club was 
formed. They are the Valley Amateur Television 
Society located in northern Maryland and currently 
have about 30 members. Also noted a few more 
ATV repeaters listed in the new 1997 Repeater 
Directory. The Commercial exhibitors for ATV 
equipment at the Dayton Hamvention were doing 
a brisk business and the prices have not increased 
this year. My son got me a subscription to an 
electronics magazine for my birthday and would 
you believe that there was an article for an ATV 
down converter with plans and parts for $39 plus 
s&h. | 


Propagation is taking it’s toll on a few of our 
ATV members due to their distance from the 
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repeater. Their usual P4 pictures have gone down 
to about P2 or P3. But one never knows what to 
expect from a ATV signal including DX: 


Our club picnic will soon be here and we all 
are certainly look forward to the get together. We 
usually have the picnic a Jim’s QTH because of 
the nice large screened in porch and his large in 
ground swimming pool ( Some Hams know how 
to live ) not to mention the great BBQ. We hope to 
see you there. ; 


“T’ll be seeing you” 73"s Rich - KA3BTD 


The Mid-Atlantic 
DX and Repeater 
Association 


Veli Avi 
DX & REPEATER ASSOCIATION 


Meetings: Second Thursday of each month, 
rotating locations among Hagerstown MD, 
Frederick MD, Martinsburg WV and 
Greencastle PA. Next meeting is Thursday, 
March 14, 1996, at Subway Seafood House 
in Hagerstown. MD. | 

Net: Tuesday evenings at 1930 local on 
147.06. 

Tech/Ops Forum: Wednesdays at 2030 local 
on 147.06. 

Repeaters: Frederick MD: 147.06, 224.20, - 
448.125; Martinsburg WV: 147.345. 
Mailing: 230 North Potomac St., Suite 2A, - 
Hagerstown MD 21740 

Information: Voice BBS 301-416-8447 (info 
Box 112) LandLine BBS (301) 416-8435 


If it’s an August club column it must be a Field 
Day report. MADRA’s Site X hilltop location on 
the South Mountain ridge west of Smithsburg, 
Maryland, was the scene of the annual summer 
weekend activity. 


As we counted up afterwards, it looks like we 
had 12 dedicated ops, 4 or 5 occasional and 4 or 5 
non-Ham visitors. Acameo appearance by N2CSQ ~ 
got the signs up at the roadside but a wedding and 
self-employment got in the way of my Field Day. 


August 1996 


Overnight camping at Site X has a special 
challenge to it. The thing that seems to grow best 
at that location is poison ivy. It’s hard to avoid that 
Stuff in the dark. No serious cases have been 
reported, to date. 


Then there’s the snake population. When we 
cleared the site just before the ARRL VHF/UHF 
contest, we didn’t see any. In the dark night of Field 
Day they were even harder to see, but much easier 
to imagine. For one camper reluctant to share a 
sleeping bag the solution looked like a table. Sad 
to say, a broken table leg proved to be an 
insurmountable challenge which dumped Chris, 
N3TIK, right back down to snake level. 


The surprise producer of contacts was the 40M 
delta loop. This was the champion installation for 
number of contacts throughout MADRA’s Field 
_ Day. Bob, N3TXB, found a way to squeeze out 
the extra points for ‘natural power’ contacts. He 
combined HamFest-acquired solar cells and gel 
cells with his ICOM 706, cranked the output down 
to 5 watts and scored the 5 contacts needed to 
garner our points in that category. It was obvious 

that Site X looks to the south for VHF/UHF. 


Shawn, N6REP, got a report on 440 from the 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, area that rated his Signal 


“40 dB over $9”. We've got to find a way to get 


above Site X trees for those bands. Maybe balloon- 
mounted antennas? 


August and September will mean ‘big doins’ 
for MADRA. The August meeting will be the last 
before our HamFest. Then we’ll be getting ready 
to handle the hospitality work for FARFest in 
September. Here are the dates and places: 


August Mtg: Thursday, 8/8 Firehouse Pub 
& Grill in Mt. Airy MD SweatFest’96: Sunday, 
8/25 RailRoad Square in Brunswick MD 
FARFest’96 Sunday, 9/8 FairGrounds in 
Gaithersburg MD September Mtg: Thursday, 9/ 
12 [to be announced] 


73 DE N2CSQ/3 
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National 
Capitol DX 
Association 


Meetings: Feb, Apr, Jun, Oct and Dec. at a 
member's home. Contact the Secretary (Rick 
Murphy, WA1SPT) for details. 

On-the-air: Every Sunday at 8:30 PM on the 
147.000 repeater. All are welcome! 
Information: Jeff Strandberg-WV3B (301) 
587-3396, Rick Murphy-WAISPT (703) 280- 
2637 or Leo Boberschmidt-KA3TGY (301) 
946-3738. 


Approximately thirty NCDXA members and 
guests convened at W3LPL’s open house on his 
spacious lawn June 15th, shaded by tall towers and 
stacked arrays. Many thanks to Frank and Phyllis 
for their hospitality! 


By unanimous agreement the reports of the 
Treasurer and Secretary were waived, and Jack 
AA3KX was voted full NCDXA membership. 
N4MM urged all Members to e-mail comments on 
our potential loss of the 2 meter and 70 centimeter 
bands to <wrc97@fcc.gov> to forestall 
encroachment by commercial satellite interests into 
these bands at the expense of the Amateur Radio 
Service. Please check the most recent issue of QST 
for details. In addition, N4MM also briefed us on 
early FCC moves to privatize callsign 
administration as well as on the terms and process 
for acquiring a so-called “1x1” callsign to 
commemorate special events of a national 
significance. 


Thanks to the efforts of Dan K3SKE, new 
PVDXSN PacketCluster manuals were distributed; 
hopefully any remaining manuals will be available 
at our next meeting at W3 YOZ’s for FowlFest on 
August 17th (please see your next meeting 
announcement for directions to Marty’s summer 
abode). 


Two of NCDXA’s own appeared on the other 
side of the pile-ups recently: Yuki KE3KL operated 
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TI9X and Dave AA6DC operated A61 AN/A61AF. 
Yuki gave us a brief overview of the Cocos Island 
Dxpedition, but Dave was still in transit back from 
the Middle East and will hopefully fill in us on his 
activity soon. 


Ballots on amending the NCDXA Constitution 
to bestow life membership were received from 
WD40, NIKCE, AA4EL, W4LMJ, W3AZD, and 
WB4NEO. Since a two-thirds majority of voting 
Members is required for it to take effect, please 
make every effort to return your ballot to Rick 
WAISPT. 


Also, a hearty welcome to our guests at the 
last meeting, including Steve NJ 4F, Diane KE3TT, 
Sig WASINK, Tyler KF3P, Steve AA3NM, Paul 
N3RQV, Burt W3GG, and Ron AE3C. We're glad 
you could make it to join us for our brief, informal 
meeting. Guests are always welcome to participate 
in our get-togethers and to join us in our weekly 
NCDXA Meeting-On-The-Air Sundays at 8:30pm 
on the 147.00(-) repeater. 


CU Fow!lFest es best 73/gud DX de Jeff WV3B 


Northern 
Virginia 
FM Association 


Meetings: Fall, Winter & Spring 
Weekly Nets: NVFMA, Wed, 8 PM, 146.79- 
ARES, Sun, 9 PM, 146.91. Equipment Clinic, 


1st Wed of the month, 7:30 PM, 146.79. 
Repeaters: 52.37/53.37, 146.19/146.79, 
146.31/146.91, 222.50/224.10 Xlink, 222.74/ 
224.34, 449.75/444.75, 1272.1/1292.1. 
Membership Info: Ann Herlich/KD4GSU, 
(703) 481-1458. 

Mailing Address: NVFMA, P.O. Box 486, 
McLean, VA 22101. 


REMINDER!!! The AUTOPATCH code 
changes on the Ist of July ’96. We’re in the 1996- 
1997 membership renewal period now - so please 
send in your dues. Your prompt payment helps us 


with our bookkeeping. 


During our General Membership meeting, held 
at the studio and transmitter site of WNVC, Bob 
Plamondon, KE4HCX, was voted in as your Board 
of Director. 


Bob, KE4HCX, is in the process of setting up 
a Monday evening (8 PM) “Talk Net” on 146.79 
MHz. Here’s an opportunity of exchanging 
thoughts, ideas, opinions, etc. on a host of 
interesting topics. 


Please be a part of this net starting the evening 
of 1 July ’96, and every Monday thereafter. 


“WATTS NEW”: We need articles forthe next ~ 
issue of NVFMAs newsletter. We welcome your 
“inputs”. If you’ve built some HAM equipment, 
want to share an idea; send us some text to P.O. 
Box 486; we’ll take it from there! Don’t be bashful! 


“HOW ABOUT SOME HELP”??? The folks 
maintaining your repeaters could always use a extra 
hand. This is a good way to get to know the repeater 
system, meet new people, and to feel good about 
supporting the association. Call Sam, KM40I or 
Mike, KB4CVL; check the Directory for telephone 
numbers. 


Don’t forget the Wednesday night NVFMA 
Bulletin (and swap listing) at 8 PM on 146.79 MHz. 
Check in! 


Gil, K70R 


Romano & Mitchell 


CHARTERED 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 


7910 WOODMONT AVENUE 
SUITE 1110 
BETHESDA, MD 20814. 
TEL (301) 652-5040 
FAX (301) 907-8210 


JOHN T, NUTTMANN 
CPA 
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Prince George's 
Wireless 
Association 


Meetings: First working Tuesday of each 
month, 7:30 PM; American Red Cross bldg., 


6206 Belcrest Rd, Hyattsville, MD 20782 
Club Station: K3CEZ 

Mailing: 4109 Kennedy St., Hyattsville, MD 
20781 

Information: Frank Holton - WA3ZMW 
(301) 927-1245 


PGWA held it’s regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, June 4, 1996. There was a fine turnout of 
members, in fact the best in some time. 


Frank, WA3ZMW, presided as usual and 
brought the meeting to order at 7:45 P.M. The 
minutes of the May meeting were read and 
approved followed by announcements of up- 
coming hamfests and incoming correspondence. 


Field Day operation by the Club and members 
was planned for Saturday, June 22 and Sunday, 
June 23rd. Dave, WB3KXL will be heading up 
operation modes and procedures for the Club. 


Charles, KA3COT and Ken, N3HLY just 
rebuilt the GSRV antenna two weeks ago for 
operations on 40 and 80 meters. We have a 
Cushcraft A3S beam with a tailtwister rotator on 
the roof of the Red Cross building for 10, 15 and 
20 meters. John Adams, N3WLP, one Or our newer 
members, constructed a concrete base with a 6 foot 
pipe mast to set up a two meter and a six meter 
antenna for Field Day. 


Frank, WA3ZMW, showed a Red Cross Field 
Team Disaster Video tape and how volunteers come 
together in time of need. There is a series of these 
very informative tapes in the Red Cross library and 
they will be shown at the meetings. 


73’s from Ken Easton N3HLY 
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Quarter Century 
Wireless Assn. 
Chapter #20 


Learn owner amen wasonon <=} 


Chapter 20 held its annual meeting at Synder’s 
Willow Grove Inn orf April 27, 1996. Thirty three 
members and guests attended. The program 
included a short business meeting and an 
interesting talk by Mr. Ralph Morgan of The 
Bechtel Co. Power Division. He discussed the 
many problems in designing, building and 
operating power plants in all areas of the world. 


We were very happy to have three members 
from the Vic Clark Chapter #91 in attendance. They 
were John Swafford, W4HU, Ethel Smith, K4_LMB 
and Tony Stalls, K4KYO. 


After the luncheon we were able to arrange a 
private tour of the Historical Electronics Museum 
for any who wanted to visit the Museum. The tour 
was conducted by Heru Walmsley, W3WVV. 


The museum is located near BWI Airport on 
Elkridge Landing and Nursery Roads in Linthicum, 
Maryland. (Adjacent to the BWI Marriott Hotel). 
If you're in the area, it is well worth the time to 
Visit. 


The Chapter holds two main meetings a year, 
The Luncheon held in late April, and a picnic held 
in early October, usually at the QTH of Cam Marie, 
W3EPR. We always welcome any visitors. 


We also meet on the air every Monday at 9:00 
PM local time. The frequency is 147.285 Mhz + 
600 Khz. This is The Telephone Pioneer’s Repeater. 
Net Control is Lee Apple, W3EE. 


And we have a monthly lunch at Denny’s 
Restaurant on Belair Road. The time is 1:00 PM 
and the day is the last Wednesday of each month. 


73 Cam, W3EPR, Sec.-Treas. 
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Southern 
Maryland 
Amateur Radio 


Club 


Meetings: 2nd Friday of each month at 1930 
ET at the PG County Police, Clinton Station, 


6707 Groverton Drive, Clinton, Maryland. 
Nets: Tuesday at 2000 on 147.15+ Repeater; 
Wednesday at 2000 on 1.865 (+/-QRM); 
Thursday at 2000 on 28.447 USB. 


Repeater: WA3 YUV/R 147.15+, 
Cheltenham, Md. Autopatch to 911. 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 273, Cheltenham, 
Md, 20623 - 

Information: Vic (WA3YUV) & Linda 
(KA3VNI), (301) 888-1388 


Summer is now upon us with a vengeance. The 
violent storms we have recently experienced should 
remind each of us that we need to think about 
emergency preparedness before an emergency. 
Make sure that not only you are ready, but that 
your family knows what to do or where to go if an 
emergency strikes in your neighborhood. Double 
check your emergency provisions and operating 
equipment now. 


For some, Field Day is now just a memory. 
For a number of our members it was an experience 
that won’t be forgotten soon. First, we would like 
to take a moment to extend our thanks for the efforts 
of a number of people without whom the event 
would never have taken place. A tip of the SMARC 
hat goes to Allen-KA3ZPA, Greg-N3NPR, Ken- 
KA3POX, Vic-WA3YUYV, Linda-KA3VNI, Jack- 
N3NPS, Richard-WK3I, Bill-KA3MWL, Hank- 
W3EVD, and our public Services Coordinator, 
Dan- N3RUA. We all appreciate all the operating 
equipment that Richard-WK3I and Allen-KA3ZPA 
assembled for this event. The special yummy 
awards go to Linda-KA3VNI and Ken-KA3POX. 
Linda did her fine job as always making sure that 
everyone didn’t go hungry while Ken made a 
special breakfast for those who stayed out 


. 
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overnight. Congratulations go to Richard for that 
special 6 meter contact. Our thanks to everyone — 
who participated. Hope to see you all again next 
year! 


The August meeting is going to feature a 
representative from SKYWARN to discuss that 
program. There is some discussion about setting 
up a SKYWARN training program locally. Let 
Dave-KE3ID know what you think about this 
suggestion. Hope to see you at the meeting. Don’t 
hesitate to give a call on the repeater if you need 
directions to the meeting site. 


Don’t forget that your annual dues were due at 
the end of July. Your continued support will help — 
keep the improvements to the repeater coming as 
well as the new features like remote two meter sites 
and the 440 machine. Renewal will also guarantee 
you will receive the new autopatch codes. ¥ 


Enjoy your family vacations before school 
starts at the end of this month and check-in on the 
repeater occasionally so we know how you are 
doing. And that is the big news from southern 
Maryland. Be careful in all your summertime 
activities, and we will see you here next month. 


13s 


Meetings: Coordinating Committee (CC) 
normally meets the last Monday of each 
month, 19:30, in the OEP conference room of 
the Prince George’s County Emergency | 
Operations Center off Central Avenue. Talk- | 
in on 147.18. 

Address: P.O. Box 1022, Savage, Md. 20763- 
1022 for all correspondence. 

E-mail: HTTP://WWW.T-MARC.ORG. 


Greg - WA3FSC 


The Middle Atlantic 
FM and Repeater 
Council, Inc. 


I goofed! Last month I discussed the Boy Scout — 
repeaters which are planned during the up-coming 
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Jamboree at Camp A.P. Hill in Va. It turns out that 
this will be during the summer of 1997, not this 
year. Nothing wrong with planning ahead! 


We received notices from the sponsors of 
proposed new repeaters that their machines are now 
in operation. These include the NERA 443.250 
machine at Banco, Va., N3KCA’s 448.225 repeater 
near Milford, Del., and a new UHF link in NE 
Maryland. A proposed new 442.850 repeater has 
been coordinated to N3ONK in NE Maryland. 
SERA sent us notices of a couple of proposed new 
2-Meter repeaters and a 440 repeater in their 
coordination areas of Va. and WV. 


__ We've observed a couple of repeaters in this 
area which appear to be off the air. If T-MARC is 
not notified within 30 days that a repeater is 
temporarily off the air, its coordination is subject 
to immediate cancellation! Please notify us 
immediately if your machine goes down so as to 
protect your coordination. A postcard or e-mail to 
the above addresses with some explanation of the 
problem as all that’s needed. 


Several other Auto-Call club columns comment 
about repairs and up-grades to their club’s 
repeaters. And a couple of these columns ask for 
some help with maintenance. We all benefit from 
the repeaters we use. 


It would sure be nice to volunteer your 
assistance with some of the repair or installation 
work. All kinds of talents are needed for these 
projects, from electronic, electrical and mechanical 
to manual labor (installing antennas and feedlines 
needs just a much brawn as brains). If you have 
some talent (or muscles) that can be of use to your 
repeater’s technical committee, don’t hesitate to 
speak up! 

The Annual Meeting and election of officers 
for next year is due this fall. If anyone has a 
suggestion for a meeting location, please drop us a 
note. 


73, Gary, W3DTN, T-MARC PIO 
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Wireless 


Meeting: 7:30pm second and fourth Fridays 
of the month at the Vienna Community Center. 


Nets: Pow-Wow nightly at 9 pm. on 28.444 


MHz _— Slow speed code, nightly 8:30 pm on 
28.390 MHz. Vienna Emergency Net, 
Wednesday 7:30 pm 146.085/146.685 
Repeater: K4HTA 146.085 in/146.685 out 
Information: Paul, AB4CY, (703) 560-2779 
Mailing: P.O. Box 418 Vienna, VA. 22183 


The weather for Field Day at our traditional 
site at Burke Lake Park in southern Fairfax County 
couldn’t have been better. The solar power battery 
recharger was going gang-busters with bright 
sunshine but the day was quite comfortable. 


We had a less than normal turnout this year. 
About 40 members cycled through to help here and 
there, but with 10 and 15 about dead for the 
weekend the focus was on the HF bands. Our 
serious tent is 40 CW but by Saturday evening there 
were loads of dupes and not much else. 


Jerry, KD4PUP, was on 80 CW with battery 
power for the entire time without having to replace 
the Gel-cell once. He also did the QRP solar power 
contacts. We had about ten stalwarts who stayed 
overnight. We only made one 40 cup pot of coffee 
this year. As usual, everyone who participated had 
a good time and learned a thing or two. 


We're setting up for 4th of July Vienna Day at 
the community center. It’s a family affair that 
attracts more than a few thousand town residents 
So, it’s a good public affairs exposure. One year a 
visitor noted that if this is the Vienna Wireless 
Society, how come there are so many wires around 
here? Nobody had a ready answer. 


Paul, AB4CY 


| GcG ELECTRONICS 4 
OF MARYLAND 
8524 DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 
301-258-7373 
KENWOOD = $ 


ALINCO| | 


WE BUY 


Used Electronic Equipment of all kinds. 
Transmitters, Receivers, Transceivers, Accessories and Junque Boxes. 
Test Equipment, Too! 


MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
AND BY APPOINTMENT 


VISA and MasterCard Accepted 


Non-commercial advertising of Amateur associated equip- 
ment is available to subscribers of Auto-Call at the rate of 
5 cents per word with a $2.00 minimum. Commercial 
vendors and non-subscriber rate is 17 cents per word with 
a $5.50 (1 inch) minimum. Special headings or special 
spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads 
will be charged at the column inch rate. 


Estate sales for Widows assistance handled by aFAR club — 
will be published without cost. 


Your full name and address must be provided with each 
ad but need not be published. No ads will be accepted over 


_ FOR SALE: Palomar Engineers 1.8-54 Mhz 
_ Preamplifier $50.00, Tri-Ex W-67 crank-up tower 
_ with electric motor winch 67 feet, $850.00, CDE 
_ Ham II Rotor System $250.00, JPS DSP Audio 
: Filter NF-7 $150.00, all items pick-up only. Call 
_ Willie, WIZX between 8 to 10:30 pm at 301 645 
* 5584.109/96) 


_ FOR SALE: Kenwood TS-130S (80-10 m, incl. 
_ WARC bands), VFO-120 Remote VFO, MC-35S 


_ mike, and MFJ-941E Antenna Tuner, all in 


_ excellent condition; great rig for portable, mobile, 
 orsecond station use, $550 obo. Ted, N4XX, (703) 
780-6397 (before 10 pm, please).109/96] 


WANTED: Kenwood DG-5 digital display, w/ 


_ manual for model TS520SE transceiver. Frank 
 Menter, W3ZCJ, Silver Spring, MD. (301) 942- 


| | 5050. [08/96] 


Hl WANTED: For museum - pre 1980 
_ microcomputers - also wanted early sales and 
; microcomputer magazines. KK4WW. (540) 231- 


6478. P.O. Box 341, Floyd, VA 24091. [03/97 
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the telephone and all ads must be prepaid. Ads that will be 
running for longer than 1 month must be accompanied by 
a letter stating the length that the ad is to be run. Since no 
effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can 
be implied. Copy MUST be received by the Ist day of the 
month prior to the month of publication.Send all commer- 


cial and non-commercial advertising and Shack Sales to: 


John Queen, Auto-Call Editor 
755 Woodland Way, Owings, MD 20736 
(301) 855-0198 


FOR SALE: McGraw-Hill “Contemporary 
Electronics” Series binders with lessons, audio 
tapes and components for experiments. Lessons 
range from “Circuits and Components” through 
“Artificial Intelligence” and include lessons on 
satellite communications, data communications, 
telecommunications and lasers. Paid over $500, 
will sell for $ 100-you pick up $ 75. Radio Shack 
(Micronta) regulated power supply-ideal for 

powering HTX-202 or 404. (model# 22-120) Sells 
for $ 40 new, asking $25. Radio Shack Field 
Strength/SWR tester (model# 21-525) $12. GE 
Model 7-2990 f{M/AM/Shortwave(3.5-31 MHz) 
Receiver $65. “Complete ATV Workbook”, 
“ATVQ Secrets, Vol 1 & 2”, 15 issues ATVQ $25/ 
lot. Call Art, N3KUQ (301)934-1878 or write P. 0. 
Box 74, La Plata, MD 20646-0074. [08/96] 


FOR SALE: Henry 8K amplifier (hf) very nice 
condition $4,500.00. KK4WW. P.O. Box 341, 
Floyd, VA 24091. (540) 231-6478. [08/96] 


WANTED: Apple I microcomputer for museum, 
KK4WW. (540) 231-6478 / 763-2321. {06/97} 


FOR SALE: Henry 8K hf amplifier, very nice 


j condition, $4500. KK4WW, (540) 763-2321 [08/96] | 


FOR SALE: 48' Rohn free-standing tower and Hy- 
Gain TH3MK3 3 element beam. You take down. 
$150 Charlie Wirth WB3DDF Silver Spring, MD 
301-384-0198. [08/96] 


FOR SALE: Icom AT-500 automatic antenna 
tuner. Interfaces with most Icom HF rigs. Excellent 
cond. $375. John, KA@SEY.(301) 855-0198 .(07/96] 


MAHLON LOOMIS 
INVENTOR OF RADIO 
By Thomas Appleby 
Second Printing 
Available From 
SVANHOLM RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES 
P.O. Box 81 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
Please Send $25.00 Donation 


With $5.00 for S & H 
[07/97] 


REMINDER !! 


- All Shack Sales ads must be received no 
later than thelst day of the month prior to 
the month of publication. 

All ads must be paid in advance. 

No Shack Sales Ads will be 
accepted over the telephone. 


NORMS ROTORSERVICE 
5263 Agro Drive » 
Frederick, MD 21703 
(301)874-5885 


We Rebuild Rotors 


Plus: 
- Rebuilt Rotors for Sale - Parts for U.S. Built Rotors 
- We Buy Used U.S. Rotors/Controls for CASH! 


NORM JEWELER K3LYW 


Mid-Atlantic Radio Club. Become a part 
of one of the country's fastest growing Vin- 
tage radio clubs. The Mid-Atlantic Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of radio col- 
lectors, restorers and historians. For a 
sample newsletter, write to Jay Kiessling, 
Mid-Atlantic Antique Radio Club, P.O. Box 
67, Upperco, MD 21155. (410) 239-1818. 
[SWP] 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE 
is an organization of publishers and editors 
of Amateur Radio newsletters and members 
engaged in public relations. Its purpose is 
to assist editors in any way possible. For 
information, write to Lee Knirko, W9MOL, 
Amateur Radio News Service, 833 Park 


Plaine, Parke Ridge, IL 60067. [SWP] } 


Ope ate i ina Special Event mode ene sich contact a seiificate! 

ies 14.250 MHz; and 7. 250 MHz. Phone +5 Khz. Also 18.150 MHz. +5 

ill also operate 20 and 40 meter CW including 7100 - 7150. Two-Meter 
ther pe or changes will be announced at the time of the event. 
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The RF. Connection 


“SPECIALISTS IN RF CONNECTORS AND COAX” 
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The R.F. Connection 
213 N. Frederick Ave., Suite 1 1, Gaithersburg, MD. 20877 
301-840-5477 


JWO SERVICES 


Discounts on All! 

ARRL, AMECO, RSGB, CALLBOOK, W5YI, CQ, G. WEST, etc. Ham related books; software and video tapes 
— all at a discount! INSTRUCTORS, order all of your needs from JWO SERVICES — we take back all unused 
materials! New! 1996-1997 ARRL REPEATER DIRECTORY. (List $8.00). Only $7.30. 10-up $6.80. New! 
1996-1997 REPEATER MAPBOOK by ArtSci. (List $10.00). Only $9.15. 10-up $8.55. New! EXTRA CLASS 
MANUAL (ARRL) Effective July, 1996! (List $12) Only $11.00. 10-up $10.20. PRACTICAL PACKET RADIO 
(ARRL) Net/ROMs, cluster, wormholes, ARPS, packet in space, etc. (List $15.95) Only $14.65. New! W6SAI 
ANTENNA HANDBOOK (Bill Orr) by CQ. (List $19.95) Only $18.25. New! DL-1500 DUMMY LOAD by 
Ameco. Dry, air cooled. 1,500 watts, 150 watts continuous. DC to 650 MHz. (List $59.95) Only $55.00. 
New! DL-1500F DUMMY LOAD with Fan by Ameco. Same as DL-1500 except for 12 VDC fan. 1,500 watts, 
300 watts continuous. DC to 650 MHz. (List $99.95) Only $91.00. 1996 ARRL HANDBOOK (List $38) 1-9 
$34.50, call for special 10-up prices. 1996 CALLBOOK CD-ROM Includes both North American and 
International listings plus much more! (List $50.00) Only $39.00. 1996 CALLBOOKS Your choice, North 
American or International (List $35.00 each) Only $28.00 each or $54.00 per pair. June 1996 QRZ! HAM 
RADIO CD ROM call listing. Very popular and easy to use! (List $29.95) Only $18.00. Are you on Internet? 
Got any questions? Leave a message for John, W3IS at Internet address johnw3is @aol.com. 


Only $0.40 handling per order plus shipping. J WO SERVI CES 
Excellent prices on study guides for clubs John W. Obradovich, W3IS 
and classes! 12 Hickory Place, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
JWO SERVICES Phone: (717) 731-4747 - Fax: (717) 730-9373 
Catalog of Savings - FREE! Worldwide Shipments. 
Our 10th year of excellent service ae) arse 


around the world! 
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ae Auto Call Production Policy ) 


Deadline: The deadline for ALL sub- 
missions to Auto Call is the 1st day of 
the month prior to the month of publi- 
cation. When submitting via regular 
mail, time your mailing to ensure de- 
livery by the Ist of the month. 


Submitting Material to Aufo Call 


Submissions for Auto Call will be accepted in the 
following formats: 


Electronically: Submissions are 
accepted via any of the major on line 
services directly or over the Internet. 
Use the format exactly as follows: 


Internet - JohnQueen@ AOL.com 

America On Line - JohnQueen 

AppleLink - johnqueen @ aol.com @internet# 
BitNet - johnqueen%aol.com@cunyvm 
CompuServe - INTERNET: johnqueen @ aol.com 
Connect - johnqueen @aol.com 

Delphi - internet”johnqueen @aol.com” 
FidoNet - To johnqueen @aol.com<CR><CR> 
GEnie - johnqueen @ aol.com @inet# 

MCI Mail - mbx: johnqueen@aol.com 
Prodigy - johnqueen @aol.com 


Regular Mail: Mail typewritten or 
computer generated hard copy to: 
John Queen, Editor, Auto Call 
Magazine, 755 Woodland Way, 
Owings, MD 20736. Ensure that 
your printed material is dark enough for scanning. 


Computer Disk: Submissions are 
accepted on 3.5" or 5.25" computer 
disk, in either Macintosh or MS-DOS 
format, using Word, WordPerfect, or 
standard ASCII text files. Write your name, tele- 
phone number, and club name on the disk. Sub- 
mit graphic files (club logos, etc) in an EPS or TIFF 
format. Please verify the readibility of your com- 


puter files before sending. If you want your com- 
puter disk returned immediately, include a SASE 
envelope with .32 postage. Otherwise, disks will — 
be returned only in person at FAR meetings. 


Preparing Material for Submission 


Club Columns: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page in each issue for club columns. In 
determining space requirements, figure about 700 
words per page not including the space taken up 
by headings, photos, etc. Indent paragraphs .25" 
and double space to begin a new paragraph. Send 
club header information ONLY when different 
from what was published from previous month. 
The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material for space, content and/or applicability. 


Hamfests/Events: Member clubs are allocated 
one full page per year to promote one club spon- 
sored hamfest, convention, or special event. Sub- 
mit clean black & white camera ready copy only 
by mail. Master copy should be in black ink on 
white paper and should be in proper page ratio, 
(Copy space is 7" wide by 9" high). Copy can be 
reduced or enlarged as necessary. Electronic sub- 
missions of Hamfest ads will not be accepted. 


Photographs: The editor will select the best 
photograph submitted for the cover each month. 
Photographs should depict club members, club sta- 
tions, or amateur radio related events that are cur- 
rent and noteworthy. Clubs may also submit pho- 
tographs for inclusion with their club column. Pho- — 
tographs will be used in columns when space per- 
mits. Either B&W or color photos can be used. 
For each photograph submitted, write your name, 
phone number, and club name, along with a de- 
scription of the photograph on a piece of paper, 
and tape it on the back of the photograph. Do not 
write on the back of your photo. If you want your 
photos returned immediately, include a SASE en- 
velope with sufficient postage. Otherwise, photos 
will be returned only in person at FAR meetings. — 
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| Address: 
I City: 


\ $31 in U.S. $42 elsewhere (U.S. funds). Individuals age 65 and over, upon submitting one-time proof of age, may 


| for membership. 


| Visa, MC, AMEX, Discover #: 
A Signature: Expires: 


Atlantic Division Director 


Kay C. Craigie, WT3P The American Radio Relay League John Kanode, NAN 
5 Faggs Manor Lane 225 Main St. Rt. 1, Box73-A 
Paoli, PA 19301 . , VA22620 
ohn: (610) 993-9623 Newington, CT. 06111 USA Reine 


BENEFITS FOR YOU... 


QST, QSL Bureau Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 
Government Liason and more - - Much More! 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION AUTO-CALL 
' Name: 


request special dues rate of $24 in the U.S. $36 elsewhere in U.S. funds. Persons age 21 and younger may qualify 
for special rates, write for application. For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance 


a ee 


es ee ee es es me 


Roanoke Division Direct 


ea 
E 
E 
Magazine Subscription Form fe 
iz 
Nee i 
Please enter my subscription to Auto-Calll: al New Ee Renewal | |oitt z 
° 
For oa year i] 2 years. Subscription rate is only $8.00 per year. (You a 
may also order a sample copy of the most recent issue for just $1.00 which me 
will be applied to your subscription), - 
ie) 
g 
Name: Call: E 
i 

Address: » 

Hh 
City: State: Zip: - 
| 
Make check payable to the Foundation : P Sse he we - 
Oils Uurc 

J @ e ‘ i 
For Amateur Radio and mail form to: 92040-7612 - 
en 


ee 


da Wednesda ae a a 


Sunda Meoada Tues 
7 


6 ADRAS 


Montgomery | Mid-Atlantic 
Mt. Vernon 


7 


Frederick : 
Woodbridge Ce 


21BARC 
Goddard rhe MD 


HEMARC Vienna 
Montgome 


- = i - s Nonprofit Organization 
: Gin), Fie E E U.S. Postage Paid 
ft i Ia Arlington, VA 22210 


PO. Box 7612 Permit #757 
- Falls Church, VA 
22040-7612 


EXP 96/SEP 02649 


ALFRED A LAUN III K3ZO 
PO Box 97 
Tempie Hills , MD 20757-0097 


Address Correction Requested 


